Bill Cirone

County superintendent of schools in Santa Barbara County

Short Biography

Bill Cirone is the longest-serving county superintendent of schools in the state of California, having first been elected to his office in 1982.  He has a long track record of leadership in education, business, and civic affairs, and his success is clearly tied to his passionate belief in partnerships with a wide array of other institutions.

Bill has been honored by a very long list of organizations and institutions, having received, among many other honors, the Anti-Defamation League Distinguished Community Service Award, California State PTA Honorary Service Award, Santa Barbara News-Press Lifetime Achievement Award, and the California County Superintendents Educational Services Association (CCSESA) Outstanding County Superintendent Award. 

He also serves on numerous boards and commissions, including the Santa Barbara County First 5 Commission, the Santa Barbara Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse (CADA) and Fighting Back Task Force, and the National Center for Learning and Citizenship, a program of the Education Commission of the States. Bill was also invited to participate in the White House Summit on Children and Families and in a White House dialogue on national standards and testing.

Bill believes strongly in the importance of participating in the public dialogue about education with regular positive messages. He contributes op-ed columns to all county newspapers, provides daily and weekly radio commentaries for several radio stations, and hosts four television shows.

His awards are a credit to his hard work and tangible successes—he articulates the vision and then he gets the job done, based on the driving philosophy that all kids can learn, and can be guided to become responsibly engaged in their communities.

