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South Coast

Alternative Energy Resources

Anna Scharfeld

Mountain View, Goleta Union

The Gas Company

In an effort to differentiate instruction among GATE and regular
education students for valuable sixth-grade standards, Anna’s students
choose and research an alternative energy form. GATE students
participate in higher-level thinking using Bloom’s taxonomy. After
presenting research to the class, students form debate teams made up of
“experts” on each type of energy.

Individual Physical Fitness Plan

Steve Bergdahl

Hope, Hope

Raytheon

In an effort to motivate students to improve their fitness levels, this six-
week project focuses on various fitness elements (speed, strength,
agility, and flexibility) and the concept of personal fitness goal setting.
The fitness program is based on the CA fifth grade standards, the
National Physical Fitness Program, and the Healthy Kids Survey from
the CDE. Phase 1 gathers baseline data, and Phase 2 targets goal setting,
training, and meeting personal fitness goals.

Time Management Incentive Program

Jill Stassinos

Dos Pueblos High, Santa Barbara High

Citibank

This simulated work program gives Jill’s high school special education
students the opportunity to test their real world skills in the areas of
rules, cooperation, goal setting, behavior, time management and money
management. Students earn “money” in the form of payroll checks, and
spend it on incentive items such as school supplies. If they choose not
to spend the money, they “deposit” it in savings accounts for their use at
a later time. The simulation models behaviors and skills that will be
very valuable as these students transition into real-world living.

Safe Lives: Global Climate Change, Air Pollution, and the Human Role
Teri Briggs

Goleta Family, Goleta Union

Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District
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As part of their annual Environmentality Challenge activities, Teri’s
students in grades five and six learn about how there is a significant
human role in climate change and air pollution, and how their lives can
directly impact the “big picture” of human safety and responsibility.
Students participate in interdisciplinary lessons that focus on weather
phenomena, air pollutants, disaster preparedness and prevention,
climate change, and the responsibility that comes with being
contributing citizens of our planet.

Solar Energy/Air Quality Outreach and Education

Rosalind Robertson

San Marcos High, Santa Barbara High

Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District

Students in this high school Global Awareness Club learn about solar
energy and its benefits, one of which is the overall improvement of air
quality as the use of fossil fuels decreases. The Club’s Earth Day booth,
demonstrating various solar energy equipment, will also be featured on
the San Marcos High School campus, expanding the information and
technology to a wide range of students.
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Angels Bearing Gifts 11

$ 500

Linda Cowen

Santa Barbara Charter, Santa Barbara

Working with Project Angels Bearing Gifts, students in grades 3-5
heighten their awareness of people with special needs. They prepare
gifts for clients of the project, and deliver them personally, further
increasing the understanding and awareness all around.

Book Buddies II

$ 500

Bev Abrams, Laura Donner, Tanya Long

Santa Barbara Charter, Santa Barbara

Children in these 1* and 2™ grade classes personally choose books for
their “little buddies” at the Storyteller preschool. By thoughtfully
choosing and then reading to their buddies, the students discover the
pleasure of giving and affirm the importance of reading.

Books by Kids, For Kids V
$ 1,000
Pat Boyer, Monica Shugart, Kathleen Tomscha
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Canalino, Carpinteria Unified

Eighty-five 4" graders create, edit, and publish adventurous or
humorous stories, which will be placed in doctors’ and dentists’ office
citywide, and at Cottage Hospital. In this way, students offer their
comfort and support to other kids who are “anxious in the waiting
rooms”!

Helping Others Near and Far

$ 552

Jodi Miles

Adams, Santa Barbara

Using Adams School’s total student number of 552 as a guide, after a
school-wide food drive, 552 food items are donated to the Unity
Shoppe. In addition, all students are asked to write an age-appropriate
paper on helping others, for which they will be “paid” by the Santa
Barbara Foundation, and the resulting $552 will be sent to CARE
International.

Learning History through Personal Biographies

$ 200

Shelly Blau, Bettina Knox

Dos Pueblos Special Day Class, Santa Barbara High

These special education students, with moderate to severe disabilities,
visit a nearby retirement home once a month to collaborate with the
residents on creating personalized photo albums and biographical
sketches of each other. By visiting regularly, the students and
residents create memorable and lasting relationships.

Operation PAL at Canalino School

$ 1,000

Sharon Bacon, Marsha Mendoza

Canalino, Carpinteria Unified

Eight 2" grade students work with Operation PAL in a letter writing
campaign to active-duty, wounded or ill Marines overseas and at
home. Students gain a greater understanding of the global community,
and the importance of supporting the individuals who serve our
country.

Pillow Power

$ 835

Bonnie Jenuine, Jack Meyer

Carpinteria Middle, Carpinteria Unified

180 seventh and eighth grade students step out of their pop-culture
world to create pillows for needy community members. Each pillow
has a pocket for a student-written message of comfort. This simple act
of philanthropy connects classroom skills and community service, and



builds a strong foundation for a healthy, inclusive community.

Project Sponsor a Family

Amount $ 700

Teacher Isao Sugano, Adrian Usnick

School/District ~ Hope Elementary, Hope

Description This student council project raises money through various projects to

sponsor a family during the holidays through the Unity Shoppe.
Students brainstorm fundraising, set project goals, order materials,
and plan work schedules to implement the fundraising effort. All
proceeds are donated to the Unity Shoppe for the family selected.

Teacher Innovation Grants
Funded by the Santa Barbara County Education Office

* Diane Arnold, Special Education: Community-based Day Class Uptown
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Goleta

Alternative Energy Resources

Anna Scharfeld

Mountain View, Goleta Union

The Gas Company

In an effort to differentiate instruction among GATE and regular
education students for valuable sixth-grade standards, Anna’s students
choose and research an alternative energy form. GATE students
participate in higher-level thinking using Bloom’s taxonomy. After
presenting research to the class, students form debate teams made up of
“experts” on each type of energy.

Time Management Incentive Program

Jill Stassinos

Dos Pueblos High, Santa Barbara High

Citibank

This simulated work program gives Jill’s high school special education
students the opportunity to test their real world skills in the areas of
rules, cooperation, goal setting, behavior, time management and money
management. Students earn “money” in the form of payroll checks, and
spend it on incentive items such as school supplies. If they choose not
to spend the money, they “deposit” it in savings accounts for their use at
a later time. The simulation models behaviors and skills that will be
very valuable as these students transition into real-world living.

Safe Lives: Global Climate Change, Air Pollution, and the Human Role
Teri Briggs

Goleta Family, Goleta Union

Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District

As part of their annual Environmentality Challenge activities, Teri’s
students in grades five and six learn about how there is a significant
human role in climate change and air pollution, and how their lives can
directly impact the “big picture” of human safety and responsibility.
Students participate in interdisciplinary lessons that focus on weather
phenomena, air pollutants, disaster preparedness and prevention,
climate change, and the responsibility that comes with being
contributing citizens of our planet.

Solar Energy/Air Quality Outreach and Education
Rosalind Robertson
San Marcos High, Santa Barbara High
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Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District

Students in this high school Global Awareness Club learn about solar
energy and its benefits, one of which is the overall improvement of air
quality as the use of fossil fuels decreases. The Club’s Earth Day booth,
demonstrating various solar energy equipment, will also be featured on
the San Marcos High School campus, expanding the information and
technology to a wide range of students.

Care and Share Grants
Funded by the Santa Barbara Foundation
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Learning History through Personal Biographies

$ 200

Shelly Blau, Bettina Knox

Dos Pueblos Special Day Class, Santa Barbara High

These special education students, with moderate to severe disabilities,
visit a nearby retirement home once a month to collaborate with the
residents on creating personalized photo albums and biographical
sketches of each other. By visiting regularly, the students and
residents create memorable and lasting relationships.
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Books by Kids, For Kids V

$ 1,000

Pat Boyer, Monica Shugart, Kathleen Tomscha

Canalino, Carpinteria Unified

Eighty-five 4" graders create, edit, and publish adventurous or
humorous stories, which will be placed in doctors’ and dentists’ office
citywide, and at Cottage Hospital. In this way, students offer their
comfort and support to other kids who are “anxious in the waiting
rooms”!

Operation PAL at Canalino School

$ 1,000

Sharon Bacon, Marsha Mendoza

Canalino, Carpinteria Unified

Eight 2" grade students work with Operation PAL in a letter writing
campaign to active-duty, wounded or ill Marines overseas and at
home. Students gain a greater understanding of the global community,
and the importance of supporting the individuals who serve our
country.

Pillow Power

$ 835

Bonnie Jenuine, Jack Meyer

Carpinteria Middle, Carpinteria Unified

180 seventh and eighth grade students step out of their pop-culture
world to create pillows for needy community members. Each pillow
has a pocket for a student-written message of comfort. This simple act
of philanthropy connects classroom skills and community service, and
builds a strong foundation for a healthy, inclusive community.
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Santa Ynez Valley

Forest Forest

Petti Pfau

Solvang, Solvang

Santa Barbara Teachers Federal Credit Union

This digitally integrated thematic unit answers the teaching challenge of
how to engage Early Primary students in a scientific experience of the
temperate forest ecosystem when they have lived all their lives in
southern California! Using hands-on and “virtual” methods, Petti’s first
grade students learn about flora, fauna, and weather in forest settings.
They also explore literature and artwork focusing on forests, and
conduct email conversations with favorite authors and artists whose
work features forest elements.

ReSetting Shakespeare

Peggy Kelly

Santa Ynez Valley High, Santa Ynez Valley Union High

Santa Barbara County Farm Bureau

Peggy’s high school English students take on the role of director as they
create a program or playbill for a Shakespeare play they study and set in
a unique time and place. Students are very creative with their settings:
Medieval Japan, Star Wars, Sesame Street, and a llama farm! Playbills
include artwork, a description of the setting, and explanation of the
play’s theme, cast list, and a dictionary of drama terms and important
vocabulary from the play.

Care and Share Grants
Funded by the Santa Barbara Foundation
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Making a Difference in Africa

$ 1,000

Peggy Kelly

Santa Ynez Valley High, Santa Ynez Valley Union High
Seventy-five 10" grade students participate in a fundraising
competition to support the Jesse Rohde Foundation, which helps
improve education and health care in Africa. After reading about
Imperialism in Africa a century ago and the continuing level of
poverty now, students collected pocket change and brainstormed
creative fundraising ideas to fuel their cause. Students were so
impressed with their initial success that they continued the drive
throughout the year.
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Santa Maria Valley

Blooming Vocabulary

Julie Cadena, Heidi Paciano, Sally Woelper

Taylor, Santa Maria-Bonita

Bonita Packing Company; Betteravia Farms

In this second grade hands-on method of teaching vocabulary, students
draw flower symbols for each word, and then write synonyms on the
petals, different word endings at the roots, antonyms on the leaves, and
the word definition to the side. Sample sentences are written on the
“ground” beneath the flower. Using this tool, students build their
vocabulary with cards stored on rings, playing bingo games, and
incorporating their words into creative writing.

If You Give a Kinder a Piece of Paper...

Cheryl Spence

Benjamin Foxen, Blochman Union

Western Farm Service

Using a version of the familiar refrain from Laura Numeroff’s books,
Cheryl!’s kindergarten students reviewed their year by brainstorming
their lessons month by month, and making posters of their favorites.
After listing the year’s important lessons and activities, students
discovered that each one required paper: for example, “In September, if
you give a kinder a piece of paper to write his name, you must first
teach him the alphabet!”

Scott O’Dell Study

Tami Ahern, Therese Brady

Rice and Ontiveros, Santa Maria-Bonita

Kurt Graf: Hampton-Brown Books

Fourth grade students read three novels by Scott O’Dell that highlight
important eras in California history: the Chumash, the Mission Period,
and the Rancho Period. While they read, students improve
comprehension, literary response and analysis, writing summaries and
reports; the social science and history standards come naturally as the
stories unfold. By focusing on books whose protagonists are children,
students can easily relate to the adventures and lessons embedded in the
novels.

See, Hear, Write
Cheryl Spence
Benjamin Foxen, Blochman Union
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Cox Communications; Barbara & Martin Hallum

To complement learning of the alphabet, Cheryl’s kindergarten students
take “alphabet walks” around the campus, looking for opportunities to
photograph the target words and letters for the week. The photos are
posted in alphabet scrapbooks that include captions, words and the
corresponding letters on each page. The scrapbooks are then placed in
the class library for student reference throughout the year.

CO2 Science: Is Carbon Dioxide a Harmful Air Pollutant?

George Flores, Stephen Ryan

Pioneer Valley High, Santa Maria Jt. Union High

Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District

Ninth and tenth grade earth/life science students research carbon
dioxide: its sources, affects on human health, plants, and the
environment, ways of minimizing release, and how to operate a carbon
dioxide sensor. They then measure CO2 levels at several locations:
parking lots, strawberry fields, retail nurseries, and downtown high-
traffic zones. Students maintain journals and photographs documenting
their findings, and finally present their findings at various local
agencies.

Care and Share Grants
Funded by the Santa Barbara Foundation
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Happiness Runs a Circular Motion

$ 280

Corinne Araki-Kawaguchi

Alvin, Santa Maria-Bonita

Kindergartners learn to honor the elders in their community by
performing musical entertainment at an elder care facility near their
school. They work to prepare their concert and create small gifts for
each resident, then attend a festive celebration where they have the
opportunity to interact on a personal level with the residents.

Helping Hands and Happy Hearts V

$ 1,000

Donna Beal

Nightingale, Orcutt Union

To heighten student awareness of community issues and needs,
Donna’s 1* grade students focus on different groups throughout the
year (for example, Seniors, Babies, or Families) by providing special
gifts and services to each. In this way, these young students get a
hands-on experience with the concept of philanthropy.
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Hospital Holidays I11

$ 300

Cheryl Spence

Benjamin Foxen, Blochman Union

In its third year of funding, Hospital Holidays allows students to
connect with children in local hospitals by making holiday
decorations for the hospital meal trays.

Kids on the Block of Nightingale School V

$ 1,000

Mary Ellen Pankratz

Nightingale, Orcutt Union

Now in its fifth year of funding, Kids on the Block of Nightingale
School continues to reach Orcutt School district students with its
message of disability awareness. This life-size puppet show has now
reached over 4,000 students, presented by over 200 students.

We’ve Got Your Back-Pack II

$ 1,000

Lori Bormes, Maureen Staunton

Adam, Santa Maria-Bonita

In its second year of funding, these fifth and sixth grade students learn
the concept of philanthropy by providing backpacks to students living
in the nearby homeless shelter, filled with school supplies and
personal necessities. The tangible items immediately benefit the
recipients, but the lasting benefit imparts a sense of ownership in the
well being of others.

Teacher Innovation Grants
Funded by the Santa Barbara County Education Office

* Anne LeMay, Special Education: Speech/Language Specialist
¢ Kelly Sanders, Special Education: Deaf/HH Special Day Class, Dunlap School
* Maureen Vickery, Special Education: Cuyama Elementary School
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Lompoc

Global Warming Science Fair

Kristen Lewis

El Camino Middle, Lompoc Unified

Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District

After a month of research, seventy-eight grade physical science students
produce projects relating to the problems of climate change,
culminating in the El Camino Middle School Global Warming Science
Fair. In addition to displaying their projects at the Fair, students publish
their research papers in the “Global Warming Times.”

Teacher Innovation Grant
Funded by the Santa Barbara County Education Office

* Tracy Akins, Special Education, Cabrillo High School
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