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Yamato Drummers of Japan perform for 5,500 students
“In addition, the CCP sponsors 

more than 800 performances per 
year for 50,000 students in 150 
schools throughout Santa Barbara 
and San Luis Obispo counties.”

Similarly, the Santa Barbara 
Bowl Foundation Education 
Outreach Program gives back to 
the community essential support 
for local youth arts programs. The 
Bowl works in conjunction with 

local schools to develop beneficial 
projects and to establish community 
partnerships by involving members 
of the local student population. 

One dollar for every concert 
ticket sold funds the Education 
Outreach, as well as private 
donations. 

“We are thrilled to co-present 
with the Santa Barbara Bowl 
Foundation Education Outreach 

Program this exciting and unique 
opportunity for school children 
made possible by our collaboration” 
said Kathy Koury, executive 
director of CCP. 

Funding to support this event 
was provided in part by the  
I Madonnari Italian Street Painting 
Festival produced by the Children’s 
Creative Project to benefit its arts 
education programs.
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What’s new

Six teachers from Santa Barbara 
County, recently named Teachers 

Network MetLife Fellows for the 2009-
10 school year, met to collaborate on 
important educational issues and plan 
for individual action research papers.

 Senior Fellows Luke Laurie from 
El Camino Jr. High School in the 
Santa Maria-Bonita School District, 
Mary Post from Foothill School in the 
Goleta Union School District, Linda 
Edwards from Cold Spring School in 
the Cold Spring School District, Kristin 
Anderson from Maple High School in 
the Lompoc Unified School District, 
and Kristen Burke from Taylor School 
in the Santa Maria-Bonita School 
District, are returning for their third and 
fourth years in this educational policy 
research fellowship.

 New this year, is Sonya Morris 
from Arellanes Jr. High School in the 
Santa Maria-Bonita School District.

 Teachers Network Leadership 
Institute (TNLI) was established 
to approve student achievement 
by bringing the teacher’s voice to 
educational policy-making. MetLife 
Fellows from sites across the country 
conduct action research projects and 
prepare reports documenting their 
findings. They also read and discuss 
shared journal articles, research 
educational policy issues, and prepare 
policy papers.

 In August, the 2009-10 MetLife 
Fellows met with Petti M. Pfau, 
director of teacher programs for the 
Santa Barbara County Education 
Office, for a day-long kick off and 
planning meeting. Kristen Lewis was 
introduced as the group’s research 
advisor from the University of 
California at Santa Barbara. The day 
was spent collaborating on important 
educational issues, planning for 
individual action research papers, and 
on an education policy report from 

Six county teachers named MetLife Fellows, plan research papers 
Senior MetLife Fellow Luke Laurie, 
who spent part of the summer in 
Washington, D.C. Laurie reported on 
the latest educational policy push by 
President Barack Obama and United 
States Education Secretary Arne 
Duncan, called “Race to the Top.”

 In addition to writing action 
research papers from information 
collected in their classroom, the 
TNLI MetLife fellows narrowed their 
educational concerns to three teacher 
hot topics:

 • 	 Instructional time or, more 
specifically, the limitations and 
impositions on instructional minutes 

due to excessive assessment and 
scripted lessons or restricted 
schedules;

 • 	 Funding issues, including class size, 
where money is being spent, K-12 
vs. higher education, etc.; and

 • 	 Teacher/student ratios, including 
class size, combo classes, educator 
workload, and instructional aides.

 Further information about the 
MetLife Fellows and the Teachers 
Network Leadership Institute is 
available from Petti Pfau at the Santa 
Barbara County Education Office,  
964-4710, ext. 5281.

Annual Breakfast with Authors takes place

Educators were slated to enjoy brunch and conversation with world-
renowned children’s authors and illustrators at the 57th annual 

Breakfast with the Authors sponsored by the SBCEO Oct. 10, in the 
SBCEO’s Cathedral Oaks auditorium.

Authors and illustrators were to include Mel Gilden, Joan 
Bransfield Graham, Dan Hanna, Caroline Hatton, Mary Hershey, 
Valerie Hobbs, Kate Hovey, Helen Foster James, Vicki León, Itoko 
Maeno, Michelle Markel, Lynn Montgomery, Alva Sachs, Karen 
Telleen-Lawton, Greg Trine, and Mark London Williams. 

Employees from Marian Medical Center donated 60 backpacks 
filled with school supplies to students in need in the Santa Maria-

Bonita, Guadalupe, Orcutt, and Cuyama school districts at the start 
of the school year. Through the hospital’s Philosophy Enhancement 
Committee, interested staff members at Marian each purchased a 
backpack and school supplies for students in the Santa Maria Valley. 
More than 150 employees participated. 

Marian Medical staff donates backpacks
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Now completing its fifth year of operation, Summit High 
School has become a beacon of hope for students and 

families facing the acute challenges that accompany reentry 
into a public school setting after completing a treatment 
program for drug or alcohol abuse. 

 This June, four more students graduated with full 
diplomas, and will be able to continue their lives in a 
positive, healthy manner. It might have been much more 
difficult to navigate such an outcome without the strong 
support of a drug-free, nurturing environment heavily 
focused on academics.

 We all know that drug addiction is a serious disease 
that needs treatment if individuals have any hope of getting 
their lives back together. It’s also clear that addiction affects 
not only the individual who is struggling to deal with it, but 
all the family members, loved ones, and friends who are 
affected as well.

 Anyone who’s had a son or daughter battling addiction 
knows the intense fear and challenges that loom every day. 
Treatment programs, counseling, and other support services 
exist to help. But then what?

 In particular, what happens with the child’s education? 
Too often students in recovery from substance abuse will 
start using again if they return to the environment where 
they started using in the first place.

 Based on models used in other states, it has been 
documented that it can help immeasurably if young people 
in recovery are removed from the environment and the peers 
who initially influenced them to abuse drugs or alcohol. 
That’s where Summit High School comes into play. It 
provides students with a much better chance for success in 
the long run.

 For too long, parents have faced this dilemma with few 
options. As a result, the cycle of addiction has persisted, 
with consequences that were disastrous for many of our 
young people. 

 In September of 2005, Summit High School, a non-
residential, public high school, opened its doors in Santa 
Barbara, serving students who have completed a treatment 
program and are committed to their sobriety. It provides a 
quality education in a safe, supportive, and chemically-free 
environment.

Summit High School is based on a nationally 
recognized model in Minnesota and is being used in many 
states in the east and midwest. It is part of a national 
association of high schools and colleges with programs that 
support students in recovery. The program is a partnership 
among the Santa Barbara County Education Office, the 
Daniel Bryant Youth and Family Treatment Center, and 
local school districts.

 The need for this school is well documented. 
According to the most recent figures available from the 

Santa Barbara County Children’s Scorecard, more than 
1,700 youths are in treatment.

 Enrollment at Summit High School is open so that 
students can enter at any time during the school year. A 
summer program is also offered. A rigorous and innovative 
curriculum is accompanied by counseling and support 
services and a highly skilled teaching staff.

 Many people in our community have direct contact 
with a child who is struggling with substance abuse and 
addiction right now—either in their own family, or in 
a family they know. Sadly, too often, when faced with 
this difficult issue, it is uncomfortable to get involved. 
Summit High School’s success will count on those who are 
courageous enough to get involved when a problem exists.

 More information about Summit High School is 
available by calling 962-0638. A decision to share this 
information with a family in need could have a major 
impact and even save the life of a young person in our 
community—this is one issue dealing with drugs that 
shouldn’t be controversial.

Summit High fills important community need 

Where students enrolled after graduation
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Care for Our Earth Grants
DEADLINE: Nov. 20

Care for Our Earth was developed through a 
partnership with the Santa Barbara County 

Air Pollution Control District, the Southern 
California Gas Company, and The Teachers 
Network, to encourage 4th - 12th grade teachers 
to conduct environmental service projects 
with their students. Fourth to twelfth grade 
teachers can pick one of the two areas of focus (at 
right) as a project and apply for a $200 award.

Teachers Network grant opportunities abound

Plan Ahead   . . .      . . .     . . .   Plan Ahead
October
Character Education Month

1 – 	 ADEPT workshop (contact Lupie 
Vickery, ext. 5264)

2 – 	 PI Technical Assistance (contact 
Anna Freedland, ext. 5229)

6-7 – 	Administrator Training (formerly 
known as AB 430) (contact Vera 
Breedlove, ext. 5263)

8 – 	 County Board of Education meeting, 
2 p.m., SBCEO Board Room

10 – 	 SB 472 Pearson Scott Foresman 
enVision Math (K-6), Day 5 of 5 
(contact Lupie Vickery, ext. 5264)

10 – 	 57th Annual Breakfast with the Au-
thors, SBCEO Auditorium (reserva-
tions required, contact Rose Koller, 
ext. 5222, or rkoller@sbceo.org)

13 – 	 CLASS Network of Leadership 
Coaches, Day 2 of 4 (contact Vera 
Breedlove, ext. 5263)

20 – 	 Advanced Walk Through Training 
with Susan Villa (contact Vera 
Breedlove, ext. 5263)

23 – 	 English Learner (EL) Network 
(contact Lupie Vickery, ext. 5264)

26 – 	 Response to Intervention (RtI) 
Implementation Support, Day 1 of 2 
(contact Vera Breedlove, ext. 5263)

27 – 	 Principals Network, Day 1 of 3 
(contact Vera Breedlove, ext. 5263)

28-29 - Administrator Training (formerly 
known as AB 430) (contact Vera 
Breedlove, ext. 5263)

November
Nat’l American Indian Heritage Month

5 – 	 County Board of Education meeting, 
2 p.m., SBCEO Board Room

11 – 	 Veteran’s Day holiday  
(SBCEO closed)

16 – 	 Facts Wise: Addition and 
Subtraction, Day 2 of 2 (contact 
Lupie Vickery, ext. 5264)

17-18 – Administrator Training (formerly 
known as AB 430) (contact Vera 
Breedlove, ext. 5263)

23 – 	 Facts Wise: Multiplication and 
Division, Day 2 of 2 (contact Lupie 
Vickery, ext. 5264)

26 – 	 Thanksgiving Day holiday  
(SBCEO closed)

27 – 	 Board declared holiday  
(SBCEO closed)

December
1 – 	 SALT: Vocabulary (contact Lupie 

Vickery, ext. 5264)

2-3 – English Learner (EL) Student 
Shadowing (contact Lupie Vickery, 
ext. 5264)

3 – 	 County Board of Education meeting, 
2 p.m., SBCEO Board Room

8-9 – Administrator Training (formerly 
known as AB 430) (contact Vera 
Breedlove, ext. 5263)

10 – 	 Professional Development & School 
Products Fair, 9 a.m to 5 p.m., 
SBCEO Auditorium (contact Jane 
Jackson, ext. 5241, or jjackson@
sbceo.org) 

23 - 24 – Board declared holiday  
(SBCEO closed)

25 – 	 Christmas Day holiday  
(SBCEO closed)

31 – 	 Board declared holiday  
(SBCEO closed)

January
1 – 	 News Year’s Day holiday  

(SBCEO closed)

7 – 	 County Board of Education meeting, 
2 p.m., SBCEO Board Room

13 – 	 Principals Network, Day 2 of 3 
(contact Vera Breedlove, ext. 5263)

18 – 	 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Save Energy
Teachers can brainstorm ways to reduce energy in their 
classroom or at their school site and implement solutions. 

Cut Traffic and Pollution
Brainstorm ways to encourage fewer single-family car 
trips and more walking, biking, bus-riding, and multi-
family carpooling trips to school; implement solutions. 

More information or example project ideas are available 
by calling Petti Pfau, 964-4710, ext. 5281, or  
sbceo.org/~impact2/countymain/ProjectGrants.
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Teacher of the Year  
applications due March 5 The Santa Maria-Bonita School District honored two of its employees 

in August for going above and beyond their regular duties. District 
warehouse employees Fran Gladstone and Conrad Sierra were recognized 
for assisting with emergencies on the same day. 

While delivering supplies to Alvin School, Conrad saw a woman and 
her dog being attacked by another large dog. The woman had been bitten 
several times and was in danger of falling because the leash had wrapped 
around her legs. As Conrad approached, the large dog ran off. Conrad 
stayed with the woman and tended to her wounds until paramedics arrived. 

Later that day, while delivering to Ontiveros School, Fran witnessed 
a car accident. A woman driving in front of him swerved and hit a metal 
power pole. Fran pulled over to aid the woman who had crashed and called 
911. He stayed with her until help arrived and also contacted her husband. 

During a special presentation, SMBSD Board President Ike Ochoa 
noted how proud the whole district was of Conrad and Fran.

Santa Maria-Bonita honors staff for emergency help

Plan Ahead   . . .      . . .     . . .   Plan Ahead
holiday (SBCEO closed)

20 – 	 CLASS Network of Leadership 
Coaches, Day 3 of 4 (contact Anna 
Freedland, ext. 5229)

20-21 – Publishers’ Fair (contact Vera 
Breedlove, ext. 5263)

25-29 – Author-Go-Round, SBCEO 
Auditorium (contact Rose Koller, 
964-4710, ext. 5222, or rkoller@
sbceo.org)

26 – 	 Response to Intervention (RtI) 
Implementation Support, Day 2 of 2 
(contact Anna Freedland, ext. 5229)

26-27 – Administrator Training (formerly 
known as AB 430) (contact Vera 
Breedlove, ext. 5263)

28 – 	 SALT: Reading Comprehension 
(contact Lupie Vickery, ext. 5264)

29 – 	 English Learner (EL) Network 
(contact Lupie Vickery, ext. 5264)

February
Career and Technical Education Month
Nat’l African American History Month
Nat’l Children’s Dental Health Month

4 – 	 County Board of Education meeting, 
2 p.m., North County Office

4 – 	 Safe Schools & Crisis Response 

(contact Lupie Vickery, ext. 5264)

12 – 	 Lincoln Day holiday  
(SBCEO closed)

15 – 	 President’s Day holiday  
(SBCEO closed)

23-24 – Administrator Training (formerly 
known as AB 430) (contact Vera 
Breedlove, ext. 5263)

24 – 	 Santa Barbara County Spelling 
Bee, SBCEO Auditorium (for 
information, contact Rose Koller, 
ext. 5222, or rkoller@sbceo.org)

25 – 	 SALT: Writing to Learn (contact 
Lupie Vickery, ext. 5264)

March
Arts Education Month

4 – 	 County Board of Education meeting, 
2 p.m., SBCEO Board Room

4 – 	 Mike Mattos: Pyramid Response 
to Intervention (contact Anna 
Freedland, ext. 5229)

10 – 	 Principals Network, Day 3 of 3 
(contact Anna Freedland, ext. 5229)

11 – 	 SALT: Functional Language 
(contact Lupie Vickery, ext. 5264)

18 – 	 Administrator Training (formerly 
known as AB 430) Make-up Day 

(contact Vera Breedlove, ext. 5263)

26 - 	 English Learner (EL) Network 
(contact Lupie Vickery, ext. 5264)

31 – 	 César Chávez Day

April
Public Schools Month
Mathematics Awareness Month

1 – 	 County Board of Education meeting, 
2 p.m., SBCEO Board Room

15 – 	 Battle of the Books, 8:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m., SBCEO Auditorium (for 
information, contact Rose Koller, 
ext. 5222 or rkoller@sbceo.org)

16 – 	 2010 Santa Barbara County Science 
Fair, UCSB Corwin Pavilion  
(www. sbsciencefair.org)

16 – 	 CLASS Network of Leadership 
Coaches, Day 4 of 4 (contact Anna 
Freedland, ext. 5229)

28 – 	 NEWS deadline for Spring 09/10

Flyers for many workshops can 
be found at sbceo.org,—click on 
Professional Development.

A Teacher of the Year is exemplary 
in the classroom and an effective 

communicator regarding issues and 
challenges confronting teachers today. 
The Teacher of the Year is an advocate 
and representative for the entire 
educational community. 

If you know someone you feel 
is qualified for this position, please 
encourage them to apply. Applications 
can be found at sbceo.org/~impact2/
countymain/teacheroftheyear.htm.
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Los Angeles.
“In this recent elections year, the 

claim was often made that our schools 
are not working. I believe this not to 
be true, in fact, I believe that teachers 
are doing some remarkable things in 
the classrooms in the face of almost 
insurmountable odds,” he wrote.

Levien attended a summer session 
in modern drama at Harvard University, 
earned his bachelor’s degree cum laude 
from Wesleyan University, and his 
master’s degree in dramatic art from 
UCSB. His teaching credential was 
earned at Chapman University.

Levien also received theatre training 
at HB Studios, The Loft Studio, David 
Proval, and Erwin Stoff. He has appeared 
in more than 100 movies and TV shows, 
including Patriot Games, Beverly Hills 
Cop, Three Wishes, Full House, Knots 
Landing, and Dallas. 

His theatrical work includes 
performances at the Ahmanson, 
Theatricum Botanicum, Theatre East, 
Circle Rep West, Room for Theatre, 
URGENT, The Melrose Theatre, The 
Complex, Callboard, and Onion Co.

He is a member of Actors’ Equity, 
the Screen Actors Guild, as well as the 
National Education Association and the 
California Teachers Association.

Levien has also been active in staff 
development and training of future 
teachers. He was a Critical Friend for 
UCSB masters in education candidates; 
was a Carnegie Fellow in the Quest 
Project; provided in-service for San 
Marcos faculty regarding teaching 
strategies; was a Fellow in the SCWriP 
program; served as on-site coordinator 
for UCSB pre-professionals; and since 
1997 has served as a UCSB Cooperating 
Teacher, working with student teachers 
and pre-professionals.

His long list of awards and 
recognitions include commendations 
from both UCSB and Santa Barbara 
City College, being featured in a cover 
article in “California Educators,” being 
nominated for the NEA’s Human Rights/
Civil Rights award, and receiving the 
Anti-Defamation League’s prestigious 
Education award.

He also found time to coach youth 
basketball, walk precincts for candidates, 
teach at his children’s Sunday school, 

work for the pre-school PTA, 
become scorekeeper for his 
daughter’s softball team, and serve 
as “foot soldier” for those leading 
important activities for the school 
and the community.

Wrote Levien: “A large number 
of my students come from language 
minority backgrounds, broken 
homes, poverty, or the challenging 
world of disability…I imagine some 
feel hopeless or numb on most 
days…If their personal condition 
seems futile, so does the world 
around them: economic collapse, 
terrorism, and global warming…I 
have recently heard scholars in 
diverse fields say that we are faced 
with problems of such enormous 
magnitudes that only by tapping into 
our creativity will we triumph over 
these challenges…we need each and 
every student to be the best they can 
be, to imagine a future in which they 
do care and are able. They must have 
imagination and critical thinking to 
solve their problems and those of the 
community…we must find ways to 
reach all students, encourage them, 
and measure what they CAN do.”

Levien named Distinguished Educator
Continued from page one


