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PUBLIC EDUCATION:  AMERICA’S FUTURE

NEWS
Three districts begin year
with new superintendents

Buellton, Cuyama, and Santa Maria Joint High
School districts began the school year with new

superintendents.  David Hutt took the
top position in the Buellton Union
School District following the retirement
of Betty Tice.  Robert Hubbell now
leads the Cuyama Joint Unified School
District, after serving as assistant
principal at Goleta Valley High School.
Dr. Jeff Hearn took the reins from
retiring Dean Reece to lead the Santa
Maria Joint Union High School District.

David Hutt comes to the Buellton superinten-
dency from a similar position in the

Junction Elementary School District, near
Redding.  He led that district for nine years,
after having served as principal at Battles School
in Santa Maria-Bonita. Prior to that time he
served in the Santa Maria-Bonita central office,
was principal of Fairlawn Elementary School
and was a teaching principal at Miramonte
School in Kings Canyon Unified.  He taught at

the elementary level in Hemet.
Hutt received his bachelor’s degree in English/Social Science

from the University of Redlands and his master’s degree in educa-
tional  administration from the University of Southern California.
He is currently a doctoral candidate at USC.

Buellton: David Hutt

Cuyama: Robert Hubbell

Please see ‘New Superintendents,’ page 12
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From the desk of Bill Cirone, county superintendent of schools

First high school exit exams offered this year

“The goal
was to set the

bar high
enough that

the test is
meaningful,

while staying
aware of the
fact that our

nation is proud
of its compre-

hensive high
schools that

serve students
of all ability

levels.”

This year’s ninth graders
will be pioneers in one of
the state’s most recent

accountability measures:  the
High School Exit Exam.

This is the first year the exam
will be administered.  Passing all
parts of the exam will be required
for graduation by students in the
class of 2004.  The test will be
offered several times each year
until the time of graduation.  Once
a given section is passed, that
section need not be taken again.

The test will be criterion-
referenced, which means that all
students answering a certain per-
centage of questions correctly will
pass it.

The exam is aligned to state
standards and classroom curriculum.
Also, state law requires that students
receive results of the exam within
eight weeks of taking it.

Passing the test is not sufficient
for graduation, however.  Students
will still have to meet district course
and grade point requirements.

The panel that created the test
strove to find a balance between a
test that supports high standards
and accountability, while remain-
ing sensitive to the impact on low-
achieving students and poor test-
takers.

The goal was to set the bar

high enough that the test is mean-
ingful, while staying aware of the
fact that our nation is proud of its
comprehensive high schools that
serve students of all ability levels.

California is not alone in this
effort.  Currently, 20 states use
high stakes high school exit or
competency exams.

All of the states allow students to
retake the test multiple times.

The high school exit exam
provides California with a unique
opportunity to spell out what a high
school diploma means and what
students have learned.  Though there
are challenges to work out as we
continue to ensure that the test is
valid and reliable,  I believe that
these efforts will result in higher
performance for all students.

I believe it will provide the
motivation and the means for
students to demonstrate that they are
accountable for their high school
careers.

By holding them to high stan-
dards it will  show students that their
efforts are rewarded and that their
accomplishments are something they
can be very proud of.  As an educa-
tion community, we will all be able
to share the pride in the achievement
of our students—or redouble our
efforts to help all students meet these
goals.
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First in the world
Main School students

take first place at
2000 CyberFair

The 350 students of Main Elementary School
in Carpinteria were chosen as First Place
Platinum Winners in the fifth annual

CyberFair 2000 World Wide Internet Learning
Contest.

The entry ranked first out of 40 K-12 competi-
tors from around the world in the category “Local
Leaders.”

The International Schools CyberFair is a global
Internet competition for creating a web page that
promotes a specific theme. This year the theme was
“to share and unite.”

CyberFair 2000 brought together 50,000
students from 500 schools in 24 countries.

Countries participating for the first time
included Bulgaria, Romania, Slovenia, and
Kyrgyzstan.

CyberFair encourages students to publish web
pages in eight categories using material from their
local resources.

Categories include:  local leaders, community
groups and special populations, local business, local
specialities, local attractions, historical landmarks,
environmental awareness, and local music and art.

Grand prizes are awarded for the best entry in
each of eight categories. The grand prizes, valued at
$1900, included a complete computer/digital
package of a Gateway computer, printer, scanner,
digital camera and software pack.

Nine international judges, representing six
continents, made the determinations.

For the local project, students from Main
School selected some 150 leaders to interview, and
designed web pages to share the interviews  with
the Internet community.

Students also designed their own personal
pages to share about themselves as the authors of
the site.  The theme of an avocado tree was selected
by the student to represent their town.

Platinum winners in the other categories were:
Community groups: Cedar Girls Secondary School,

Singapore
Local Business:   Battle Ground Elementary

School, Indiana
Local Attractions:  Joy Elementary School,

Fairbanks, Alaska
Local Specialities:  CHIJ St. Nicholas Girls School,

Singapore
Environmental Awareness:  Lanikai Elementary

School, Kailua, Hawaii
Historical Landmarks:  Burley in Wharfedale

Middle School, United Kingdom
Local Music and Art:  Taipei Municipal Shih Lin

Primary School, Taiwan

Sponsored by Global Schoolhouse, a part of
Lightspan, Inc., CyberFair encourages students,
educators, and communities around the world to
create and share web pages of educational
resources that promote an aspect of their commu-
nity.

The winning website from Carpinteria can be
seen at http://www.socalsail.com/cf/

The web address for Global Schoolhouse,
which sponsors the competition, is:  http://
www.lightspan.com/globalschoolhouse.

Winners in CyberFair 200 can be found by
going to http://www.globalschoolhouse.org/cf/
index.html and clicking on Collaborative projects.

The Template Team
from Main School that
designed the layout,
organization, avocado
page, and artwork for
the 150 interviews that
appeared on the
school’s website entry
in CyberFair 2000
included, from left,
Julia Callender, Matt
Anderson, Peter Bloom,
Saga Beedy, Vincent
Jimenez, Katie
Hosseini, and teacher
Julie Cole, a CTAP
technology mentor.

County speller
takes fourth in state

Michelle Walker, a sixth grader at
Ellwood School in Goleta, who won the
elementary division of the county spelling
bee, took fourth place in the state competi-
tion. As one of the top six  finishers, she
won a trophy and a U.S. Savings bond.
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Where’s
your

school’s
news?

Send your
material to the
NEWS editor,

Wendy Shelton, at
the SBCEO, by

mail or truck.
Deadline for next

issue:  Nov. 20.

Low-cost Internet access available to parents,
teachers, and staff through SBCEO Network

The Santa Barbara County Education
Office provides low-cost Internet
access for educators  and for

families of students in the county.
“Parents of students who are inter-

ested in Internet
access should be
reminded of our
service and our
reasonable fees so
that cost is not an
obstacle to having
their children take
advantage of
technology,” said
County Superin-
tendent Bill
Cirone.

Teachers or school personnel who are
interested in circulating flyers that
describe the Santa Barbara County
Education Office’s Internet services
should contact Marty Eifrid at the SBCEO

Computer Center for free copies of the flyer,
or feel free to copy the one included with this
newsletter.

The SBCEO service offers  dial-up
access and e-mail service, including

• Internet access 24 hours a day
• Local dialup from all major areas in the

county
• No hourly usage fees
• Personalized e-mail address
• World Wide Web (WWW)
• Educational Usenet Newsgroups
• Free Internet technical support

 Unlike commercial servers, the SBCEO
service offers filtered access to certain areas
that are inappropriate for children.

The fee schedule for the 2000-01 school
year is:  A one-time set up fee of $15 and an

annual fee of $95 a year.
Further information is available by calling the

SBCEO Computer Center at 964-4711, ext. 5250.

Hope of
America
Khristopher
Fairgood, third from
left, received the
prestigious national
award of the Hope of
America from the
Lompoc Valley
Kiwanis Club.  Khris
was selected for his
outstanding personal
attributes of caring,
community service,
and sense of
responsibility, and for hard work that raised his grade point average.  He was honored at a luncheon
hosted by the Lompoc Valley Kiwanis.  Pictured, from left, are Peggy Matzer, president of the Lompoc
Valley Kiwanis; Dick Dewees, Mayor of Lompoc, Khristopher Fairgood, and his father and mother,
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Triplet; and sisters Martha and Tabitha.
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I Madonnari raises funds for
Children’s Creative Project

I Madonnari,  part Renaissance
fair, part performance art, and one
of Santa Barbara’s most popular

open-air festivals, once again trans-
formed the piazza at the Santa Barbara
Mission into an Italian Street Painting
Festival in the spring.

The festival is an annual benefit
for The Children’s Creative Project
(CCP),  coordinated through the Santa
Barbara County Education Office to
sponsor special fine arts programs in
local schools.

The CCP became essential as more
and more school districts were forced to
cut arts offerings from their budgets.
To fill that void, the Children’s
Creative Project retains artists-in-
residence who travel to classrooms
throughout the county, and perfor-
mance artists who also tour the schools.

The cost-effective program
provides a multiplier effect for local
districts:  For a small investment of
pooled resources, thousands of
students are able to benefit from arts
education.

 I Madonnari is another good
example of this multiplier effect, and
a real celebration of the arts.   It
includes music, food, and an Italian
street market, in addition to the unique
chalk paintings that serve as its
inspiration.

Street painting, with chalk as the medium,
is an Italian tradition dating to the 16th Century.
The early Italian street painters—called “I
Madonnari” because of their practice of
reproducing the image of the Madonna—were
vagabonds who would arrive in small towns
and villages and transform the sidewalks and
public squares into temporary galleries for their
ephemeral works of art.

With the first rains of the season, their
paintings would be gone.

With I Madonnari, the Children’s Creative
Project has brought this delightful public art
form to the West Coast.  For the festival, a grid
is drawn on the pavement in front of the Old
Mission, dividing the piazza into squares that
bear the name of sponsors.  These sponsors
include both large and small businesses,
organizations, and private individuals.

As the public watches, local artists fill
these pavement canvases with elaborate
compositions in unexpectedly vibrant colors.
Some squares are sponsored by business
partners for the express purpose of enabling
school children to work with the medium and
create their own chalk paintings.

 The festival is a good example of the
power of local partnerships, with major support
from private industry, service clubs, and
government agencies.  The Children’s Creative
Project is itself a good example of pooling
resources at the county level to help fill the void
created by budget constraints, and to benefit
local school districts and children directly.
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Two Blue Ribbon winners named
Out of forty schools in California selected as 1999-2000 National

Blue Ribbon Schools, two were from Santa Barbara County.
Dos Pueblos High School and Goleta Valley Junior High School,

of the Santa Barbara High School District, were selected for the
honor.

“They deserve recognition for their outstanding accomplish-
ments,” said state superintendent of public instruction Delaine
Eastin.

Sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education, the National
Blue Ribbon Schools Program identifies and recognizes exemplary
elementary and secondary schools in alternating years.

Selection was based on an intensive self-assessment of eight
established criteria, including student focus and support; challenging
standards and curriculum; active teaching and learning; school
organization and culture; professional community; leadership and
educational vitality; school, family and community partnerships; and
other indicators of success such as student performance on standard-
ized tests and alternative assessments.

In addition, federal review teams visited the schools over a two-
day period to validate the information provided in their applications.

Nationwide 377 public and private schools were nominated, with
202 schools selected to receive site visits.  Of that number, 198
schools representing 44 states, the District of  Columbia, Puerto Rico
and the Department Defense Dependents schools were designated
National Blue Ribbon Schools.

DP, GV earn
national

honor

Fifteen local students qualified to exhibit in
Los Angeles at the California State Science Fair at
the California Science Center, Exposition Park,
and three came away with state honors.

Daniel Lahr, of Santa Ynez Valley Union
High School, who took first place in life science at
the Santa Barbara County science fair, won
second place in the state senior division for plant
biology for his project, “What Does Lichens
Like?”  His advisor was Mrs. Brenda Khalili.

Sean Rys and Owen Norquay, of Goleta
Valley Junior High, whose project took first place
in the junior division life science section at the
county level, won second place in the state in the

Local students win state science awards
junior division for pharmacology and toxicology
for their project, “Taxol and Mitosis.”   Their
advisor was Brad Penkala.

Other area students who qualified at the
county level to participate in the state fair were
Donald Atha of Carpinteria, Robin Deinhard of
Goleta, Annique De Witt of Santa Barbara,
Richard Heafey of Carpinteria, Yvonne Kemper of
Santa Barbara, Daniel Manigault of Solvang,
Kevin Milner of Goleta, Javin Oza of Goleta,
Kristin Potterton of Santa Ynez, Heather Rausch
of Goleta, Niles Skinner of Carpinteria, and Mark
Von Dollen of Santa Barbara.
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El Camino’s Dinmore
heading to Japan

for Fulbright program

El Camino Junior High art teacher Gloria Dinmore
will learn about Japanese art and design when she
travels there in October as part of the Fulbright Memo-
rial Fund Teacher Program.

Dinmore is one of only 600 teachers nationwide
selected for this honor.

The Fulbright program allows distinguished
primary and secondary teachers in the United States to
travel to Japan for three weeks in an effort to promote
greater intercultural understanding between the two
nations. More than 2,000 teachers applied for the
program.

Dinmore will be part of a group of 200 educators
who will begin their visit in Tokyo, where they will
receive a practical orientation on Japanese life and
culture and meet with Japanese government officials
and educators.

They will then travel in groups of 20 to states
outside of Tokyo where they will have direct contact
with Japanese teachers and students during visits to
primary and secondary schools, as well as a teachers‚
college.

They will also visit cultural sites and local indus-
tries in addition to a home stay with a Japanese family.

Costco donates backpacks
Costco Wholesale of Santa Maria donated more

than 800 backpacks stuffed with school supplies and
edible treats to Battles School students in the Santa
Maria-Bonita School District.

Costco is Battles School’s business partner, and
the backpacks are the most recent contribution in a
long list of generous donations, according to the
district.

This is the fourth year Costco has donated
backpacks full of goodies for the students.

Disney revisited
This past summer, El Camino Junior High

School Exploring Technology Education teachers
Tony Ponce and Richard Anderson spent six days
in Orlando, Fla., at a professional development
institute hosted by Disney Learning Partnership.

The Disney American Teacher Awards
Summer Institute Program brought together again
the outstanding teachers who were recognized at
Disney’s American Teacher Awards ceremony last
fall.

The institute was created this year in an effort
to allow honorees like Ponce and Anderson, of the
Santa Maria-Bonita school district, to share their
strengths and experiences in the classroom and to
provide teachers with skills and strategies for
professional collaboration and leadership.

Granted:  Computers and music program benefit
The Santa Maria-Bonita School District

received two state grants totaling nearly $100,000
for computers and music.

SMBSD will receive $70,280 through the 1999-
00 Education Technology Staff Development
Program for staff development for teachers in grades
4 through 8.

The focus will be on incorporating technology
across the curriculum.

The second grant is the Visual and Performing
Arts Education Grant Program 2000-2001. The
district will receive $25,000. This is the second year

Art teacher

one of 600
chosen

nationwide

Santa Maria-Bonita  has received this grant. Like last
year, the money from the grant will be used to
purchase band instruments to use as loaners for
students at all district schools.

This means more students will be able to
participate in the district’s instrumental music
program at no cost to their families.
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Local teachers contribute to
NTPI  book, What Matters Most

Eight educators from Santa Barbara County
were among 55 MetLife Fellows of the
National Teacher Policy Institute (NTPI)

who co-authored the groundbreaking What Matters
Most—Improving Student Achievement.

The book demonstrates how teachers have
been researching their own practice to bring about
change far beyond the classroom bringing the voice
of teachers, for the first time, to the forefront in
educational policymaking.

The new report promises to be an important
tool in the reshaping of American education.

The report highlights the ways in which policy
plays out in the real world of schools and class-
rooms.  It documents the results of NTPI MetLife
Fellows’ action research and connects those
findings to four recommendations for education

reform made by the National Commission on
Teaching and America’s Future (NCTAF):
•  Get serious about standards
•  Reinvent teacher preparation and development
•  Organize schools for success
•  Put qualified teachers in every classroom.

County teachers who took part were Ann Dille
of Clarence Ruth School in Lompoc; Deborah
Gans, of Ellwood Elementary School in Goleta;
Kathleen Gerber of Mountain View School in
Goleta; Chris Mullin and Jerry Swanitz of Santa
Ynez High, whose research was  included in the
publication;  Ellen Schwartz of Vandenberg Middle
School in Lompoc; Linda Wiezorek of the Lompoc
school district; and Robin Sawaske of the Santa
Barbara County Education Office.

Three new NTPI fellows named in county
Three Santa Barbara County teachers were

among  85 public school teachers from across the
country  selected as a MetLife Fellow in the
National Teacher Policy Institute (NTPI).

This select group of teachers represents five
NTPI affiliates nationwide—Fairfax County,
VA; Los Angeles; New York City, NY; Santa
Barbara County; and the State of Illinois.

Selected from Santa Barbara were Colleen
Million, a kindergarten teacher at Ellwood
Elementary School in the Goleta Union School
District; Erin Powers, an English teacher at
Santa Barbara Junior High School; and Tory

Sharing
Circle
Terry Trevor

will be the presenter
at the Native

American Sharing
Circle, from 12 to 3

p.m. on Saturday,
Oct. 14  in the

Eastside Library in
Santa Barbara.

Further information
is available by
calling Marge

Fauver at 963-3727.

Babcock, an English teacher at Santa Ynez
High School.

NTPI was established in 1996 to connect
educational policy with actual classroom
practice to improve student achievement.
Fellows read relevant literature, participate in
on-line dialogues, and meet regularly with
policymakers. As a major part of their work,
NTPI MetLife Fellows— teachers with full-
time classroom responsibilities— also conduct
action research studies in their own classrooms,
addressing the direct link between policymaking
and its effect on student achievement.


