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Chris Mullin
named 2003
County Teacher
of the Year

Chris Mullin, in his sixth year of teaching
AP European history, AP U.S. History,
Latin, and AVID at Santa Ynez Valley

Union High School, was named 2003 Santa
Barbara County Teacher of the Year.

Mullin, one of a number of outstanding
countywide nominees for the honor, was
selected by a five-person committee including
representatives of teachers, administrators, PTAs, and school boards. Three Distinguished
Educators were also named and will be announced at the June board meeting. Superintendent

Cirone expressed congratulations for Mullin’s professionalism,
enthusiasm, creativity, and successes in the classroom and in
the community.

Mullin holds a B.A. in classical languages, Greek and Latin
from U.C. Berkeley; a master’s in education from U.C. Santa
Barbara, and  single subject teaching credentials in social science
and  in Latin, both from U.C. Santa Barbara. He began his
teaching career in Santa Ynez High School in 1996, and over
the past five and a half years has taught: World
Cultures, United States History, Government, Latin I, II, III
and AP Latin, AP European History, AP United States History,
and AVID I and II for students ranging from 9 – 12th grade.

Please see ‘Mullin,” page 12

Distinguished!

Eight county schools

earn California

Distinguished Schools

recognition in most

recent round

of award program

Of the 247 state
elementary schools

that were named “distin-
guished schools”  in the
state’s award program this
past spring, eight were
from Santa Barbara
County.  They included
Adams and Monroe in
Santa Barbara; College/
Santa Ynez Elementary in
College; El Camino in
Goleta; Jonata in
Buellton; Los Olivos; and
Summerland and Main in
Carpinteria.
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From the desk of

Bill Cirone, County Superintendent of Schools

Santa Barbara County Education Office

‘www.teachersnetwork.org’ tops in nation

Send your school’s news to the NEWS editor, Wendy Shelton, at the SBCEO,
Where’s your school’s news?

It was very rewarding to see that
www.teachersnetwork.org, the website

of the Teachers Network, received the
top honor in the nation by the
Association for Educational Publishers
(AEP) at its Annual Distinguished
Achievement Awards.

The Teachers Network site won
first-place in the technology-portal
category, beating out such stiff competi-
tion as Eisenhower National Clearing-
house Online, www.riverdeep.net, and
ww.teachingtolerance.org, the site of the
Southern Poverty Law Center.

According to the AEP, “Since 1964,
the association has recognized excellence
in educational publishing on a profes-
sional level through annual award
programs. As the educational publishing
industry continues to evolve, our commit-
ment to excellence remains unchanged.”

The Santa Barbara County Education
Office is an affiliate site of the National
Teachers Network.  Supported by local
business/community partnerships, the
Network provides grants and
recognition programs for Santa Barbara
County teachers.

Other projects include the Teachers

Network Policy Institute funded by the
Metropolitan Life Foundation, and the
TeachNet Mentors Project, supported
by local matching business funding
partnerships.

Through these and other countywide
programs we have tried to support and
reward the critical work of teachers in
our county.

Our successful grant application to
procure AB75 funding will also enable
us to provide extensive principal
training, which should benefit the entire
educational community.

Teacher support—including the
burgeoning area of technology and the
uses of technology to improve student
learning—has been a major thrust and
priority of our office and of the Teachers
Network. That is one of the reasons we
are so pleased by this national award.

More information about teacher
recognition and support programs  is
available by contacting Carol Gregor,
director of teacher programs for the
SBCEO, at 964-4711, ext. 528l.

by mail, by truck, or by e-mail:  wshelton@sbceo.org.      Deadline for next issue: Nov. 15.



3Fall, 2002

Distinguished educators

Walter Bunning, a science teacher
at Righetti High School  in Santa

Maria for the past 15 years;  Nea Voss
Jackson, a science teacher at Goleta
Valley Junior High for four years; and
Rosa Rodriguez, a third grade teacher at
Canalino School in Carpinteria for
twenty-six years, were named 2002-03
Santa Barbara County Distinguished
Educators.

Distinguished Educators comprise
a category  formed to acknowledge
outstanding teachers in the Teacher of
the Year awards program.

Walter
Bunning
received a
B.S.  and a
teaching
credential
from Cal
Poly in San
Luis Obispo.
He started
teaching

science and agriculture in Calistoga and
then taught vocational agriculture, science,
and typing at Cuyama Valley High
School, from 1975 to 1986.  He has taught
computer programming, general science,
and physics at Righetti High since 1986.

Bunning worked with SCORE
(Schools of California Online
Resources for Educators), writing
curriculum and becoming a SCORE
trainer.  He was past recipient of a district
mentor grant in technology, trained four
student teachers, facilitated several
technology training sessions, and is a
trained BTSA (Beginning Teacher
Support and Assessment) support pro-
vider.  He has served as chair of the
school’s science department for six years,
and served on numerous curriculum
committees at both the site and district
level, including the district AIDS Task
Force, Curriculum Council, Individual

Course Exit Exam committee, School
Improvement Program committee, and
many others.  He has been a Level 3
(work-alone status) Reserve Deputy
Sheriff for 10 years, a member and trainer
of the county Sheriff’s Underwater Search
and Recover Unite dive team; a reserve
firefighter, a trustee of the Cuyama Valley
Elementary School District board,
president of the Cuyama Valley PTA and
chair of the Cuyama Valley Recreation
District Board.

Nea Voss
Jackson
received her
B.A. in
biology
from Cal
State
Northridge
and her
teaching
credentials

and masters degree from UCSB.  She
began teaching 7th and 8th grade math
and science in Santa Paula and then taught
10th and 12th grade math and science in
Ojai at Chaparral Continuation School.
She has been teaching 7th and 8th grade
science at Goleta Valley Junior High in
the Santa Barbara High School District
since 1998.

Jackson was named UCSB’s Student
Teacher of the Year in 1993-94 and
Outstanding Educator for the Ojai Unified
School District in 1997-98.  She has
served on the Goleta Valley Junior High
Leadership Team and serves as science
department chair and faculty senate
president.   Community activities span a
variety of organizations, including AYSO
soccer, the Community Environmental
Council, C.R.E.W. (Concerned Recourse
Environmental Workers), Friends of
Gaviota Coast, JASON project, Sierra
Club, and Women Educators of Science
and Technology, among others.

Rosa
Rodriguez
received
her B.A. in
Spanish
Literature,
her certifi-
cate as a
bilingual,
cross-
cultural

specialist, her elementary teaching cred-
ential, and her master’s degree from UCSB.

Her teaching career has been spent in
the Carpinteria School District, first  as a
teacher at Aliso School for 12 years and
then as a second and then third grade
teacher at Canalino School, for the past
twenty-six years.  In 1985 she also served
as director of the Migrant Education
Summer School Program run by the
county education office.

Her professional development
includes training in Madeline Hunter,
Region 8 Reading Leaders, Geography
and Mathematics through an Activity-
Based Program, FAST training, Oral J
Training, a CTAP Level I Technology
certificate, transitional reading trainer, a
Master Teacher since 1975 at UCSB and
Westmont, a CTIIP Fellow, an Impact II
teacher, and a Carpinteria SIP day
facilitator. In multiple settings she has told
her story to young immigrants in the hope
of being a role model for hard work and
success.  She has also provided inservice
training to parents and teachers.

Bunning, Jackson, Rodriguez named

Nicole Zok, a sixth grader at Kellogg
School in Goleta, who placed second in

the elementary spelling bee at the county
level, proceeded to take sixth place in the state
competition.

Samantha Bohn, a seventh grader at
Goleta Valley Junior High, took third place
in the state.

County spellers excel at state
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School News

In May, the four-person Dos Pueblos
High School Economics Challenge

Team took second place in the nation at a
national competition in New York City.
Each member of the team, and the coach
received a $2,500 U.S. Savings Bond.

The competition is sponsored by
the National Council on Economic
Education.

The path to New York began with
the first place win in an  April Southern
California competition at Woodbury
University in Burbank. The Dos
Pueblos students won in the Advanced
Placement division. Dos Pueblos also
fielded teams that took second and fifth
place at the Southern California
competition.

At the state championship later in
April  at California State University-
San Bernardino,  Dos Pueblos aced a

DP economics team places second in nation
team from Sacramento.  Then, at the
Western Region competition  at the
Federal Reserve Bank in San Fran-
cisco, Dos Pueblos beat the state
champions from Arizona, Hawaii,
Oregon, and Texas.

Economics Challenge contestants
are quizzed individually, and as a team,
on microeconomics, macroeconomics,
and international economics and
current events. An example of the type
of questions contestants face is:

“The main motive behind creating
barriers to the importation of goods and
services from abroad is to: (A) increase
economic efficiency, (B) reduce the
prices of domestically-produced goods,
(C) help expand the exportation of
goods, (D) benefit some special interest
group(s), or (E) lower the cost of
producing goods.”

The correct answer is: “(D) benefit
some special interest group(s).”

New gym slated for Fesler
The state approved $847,089 in funding to build a gymnasium at Fesler Junior

High School in the Santa Maria-Bonita School District. The gym will be paid for
jointly by the state and the City of Santa Maria. The school district is providing the
land on the school site and maintenance and upkeep of the gym. The entire project is
estimated to cost $1.7 million.

Construction on the 8,040 square-foot gym will begin in January 2003 and be
completed in September. The Fesler gymnasium will be the first official gym on a
Santa Maria-Bonita campus. Currently, the junior high schools use their cafeterias/
multi-purpose rooms for indoor physical education. A gym is also proposed for El
Camino Junior High.

The Fesler gym project was made possible though a state program which encour-
ages school districts and cities to form partnerships to build jointly-used facilities
such as gyms and community centers.

The gymnasium will be used by Fesler students during the day and will be avail-
able in the evenings and on weekends for city youth and adult recreational programs.

The gym at El Camino, additional classrooms at other campuses, and new schools
in Santa Maria are dependent upon voters passing the state school construction bond
measure on the November state ballot.

Two schools to
share one campus

An anticipated increase in the
number of junior high students has

led the Santa Maria-Bonita School District
to create two separate schools on one
existing campus.

Arellanes K-8 School, which sits on
12.5 acres, has been divided into two
schools, an elementary on the east side
and a junior high on the west side.

The elementary school will have
approximately 330 students, and the
junior high will have 250 students to start.
It is expected that the number of  junior
high students at Arellanes will continue to
grow.

The schools are sharing some facili-
ties, such as the cafeteria and library, but
staggered recess and lunch schedules and
separate restrooms will help the schools
maintain their individual identities.

Students from two Santa Maria-Bonita
schools earned top awards and $1,000

per class through the Petroleum Engineer’s
annual Santa Maria Valley poster contest
last spring. The theme of the contest was
“How can producing petroleum and pro-
tecting the environment work together?”

The first-place winners, Julie Denton’s
4th grade class at Miller School and Sonya
Morris’ 7th grade AVID class at Arellanes,
each won $1,000 and a pizza party.

Students win top prizes
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Technology2Go
grants awarded
to area educators

Five Technology2Go mini-grants
were awarded to area educators

in June. The grants flowed from the
Education Technology Grant
Program for High Schools (AB2882),
and are being awarded by CTAP
Region 8, administered by the
SBCEO.  An additional 10 educators
were AlphaSmart Recipients at the
ceremony.

Santa Barbara County CTAP
(California Technology Assistance
Program) focused on wireless,
portable technology, and used the
grant money to award five sets of
five wireless-capable PC or
Macintosh computers.

The Technology2Go grant was
limited to public high schools in the
county, and 43 applicants applied.

The five grant winners were
chosen based on their description of
how technology will enhance their
class, department, or club projects.

Technology2Go mini grant
recipients of PCs were: Chris Mullin,
Julie Harris, Brett Piersma (group)
from Santa Ynez High School, and
Michele Humboldt, Santa Barbara
High School.  Macintosh grant
winners were Chris Brooks and staff
(group), and Scott Schaller, Cabrillo
High School, and Laura Branch,
Righetti High School.

AlphaSmart recipients were:
James Brown, Jodi Sauer, Jim
English, Righetti High School; Clark
Sayre and Cate Nelson, Dos Pueblos
High School; Judy Bevington, Cindy
Moreno, and the group of Tina
Bennett, Sheila Devine, et al, from
Santa Maria High School; Robert
Friedrichsen,  Carpinteria High
School; and Mark Leufken, El Puente
Community School.

YouthForce Program secures more funding

The Career Education Program at the SBCEO secured increased funding for the third
year of the YouthForce program, which provides career training, academic mentoring, and

paid work experience opportunities for youth ages 14 to 21 from low-income families
throughout Santa Barbara County.

Through the YouthForce program, trained adult Career Specialists work to match each
student with a job opportunity with a local employer.

Eligibility for the YouthForce program is determined based on income status and one
additional qualification such as basic skills deficiency, disability, probation status, out-of-school
status, foster care system status, or pregnant or parenting status.  Interested individuals were
encouraged to find out how to take part.

Further information on getting involved with YouthForce  can be obtained by contacting
Career Education Programs at the SBCEO at  964-4711.

Robertson, Fausett appointed to National Standards Committee

Santa Barbara Junior High’s Gerrie Fausett, principal, and Sandy Robertson, English
teacher, were appointed to the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards‚ (NBPTS)

Adolescence and Young Adulthood/English Language Arts Standards Committee. They will
serve on a committee whose purpose is to define the critical aspects of accomplished teaching in
the field. The committee is responsible for the revision of existing English language arts
standards that serve as the basis for National Board Certification.

Crystal Apple winners shine
Venoco, Inc. Crystal Apple Award winners this year stand with County Superintendent Bill
Cirone, front left, and Venoco representative Michael Edwards at right.  Front row, from left,
are Jan Van Dorn (elementary, Olga Reed, north); Rosa Rodriguez (elementary, Canalino,
south);  Jan Marholin (support, Carpinteria, south), Jeannie Palmer (classified, McKinley,
south), Michael Gonzalez (administrator, La Cumbre, south).  Back row:  Vicki Storey (support,
Santa Ynez High, north), Dave Long (secondary, Cabrillo High, north), Elaine Long (classified,
Cabrillo High, north), Haide Balster (secondary, Dos Pueblos High, south) and Joseph Dana
(administrator, Joe Nightingale, north).
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Instructional servi
Battle of the Books
rewards reading

The statewide Battle of the Books list for 2003 was in
county teachers’ and librarians’ hands before school
let out in June, so some county schoolchildren may

have gotten an early jump on preparing for next year’s
countywide Battle of the Books set for March 13.

Thirty titles are on the list this year for 4th, 5th and 6th
graders—books like Louise Fitzhugh’s Harriet the Spy,
Theodore Taylor’s The Cay, and Madeline L’Engle’s A
Wrinkle in Time.

Last year’s inaugural countywide Battle, held in the
SBCEO auditorium, scored a big hit with participating
schools, librarians, parents, and the book-reading battlers
themselves.

Twenty teams squared off for three hours answering
questions about the books they had read in hopes of being
one of the two teams to find themselves in the Final Battle.

Each team of six students comprised readers from six
different schools, which encouraged teamwork and
literacy as opposed to competition. Librarians from partici-
pating schools helped SBCEO’s Instructional Media
Services come up with close to 500 questions for the
Battle as well as participate as preliminary Battle judges
and scorekeepers.

Community sponsors provided snacks and prizes for
everyone, including grand prizes for the six members of
the winning team.

IMS coordinator Matt Zuchowicz and Aliso teacher
Kevin O’Hara greeted the top two teams on stage for the
Final Battle after three tough rounds of preliminary Battles.

In which book does the main character have a dog
named after a store chain?

If a team could name the book, then they were asked to
name the author and spell his or her name for bonus points.

This year’s Battle will align itself more to the statewide
Battle format and ideally will send the winning team from
the county onto the statewide Battle.

Breakfast with the Authors
turns golden this year

Each year the Breakfast With the Authors has shone with
literary luster, but the 50th Golden Anniversary scheduled

for October 5 in the SBCEO  auditorium promises to shine
brighter than ever.

Beverly Cleary, Theodore Taylor, Bill Peet, and Eleanor
Cameron are just a few names of the Who’s Who list of
acclaimed authors of children’s literature that have graced the
event over the last half-century.

Fifty years of memories and the love of children’s litera-
ture will be harvested over a brunch catered by a local eatery.

Teachers, librarians, and community adults will be able to
sit at the table of their favorite writer or illustrator for a few
hours of fun and sharing. Photos above are from archives of
the event.

Tickets are available by contacting Rose Koller at
964-4711, ext. 5222 or rkoller@sbceo.org.
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ices then and now
Round and round
go the authors

What is an Author-Go-Round?
More than 450 schoolchildren in

the county will find out in May what
many principals, teachers, and librar-
ians already know.  Author-Go-Round
is a week-long celebrations of child-
ren’s literature that has been presented
by the SBCEO for the last 32 years.

The program features a quartet of
renowned authors and illustrators each
year. Their books have been in the
classrooms of the visiting children for
months before the event, so students are
familiar with their work and are full of
questions and wonder.

The 33rd Annual Author-Go-
Round is scheduled for May 12-16.
Three authors are already on board:
Alexandria La Faye, author of the
acclaimed Year of the Sawdust Man;
Alexis O’Neill, author of award-
winning Loud Emily and Recess
Queen; and Sneed Collard III, author
of more than  20 non-fiction books
including his latest trio—Butterfly
Count, Leaving Home, and Beaks!

Students spend up to 20 minutes
with each author/illustrator. When they
are not listening to the presentations,
they are busy at other carousel stations
working on creative exercises where
they can win autographed copies of
books by the participating authors.

Participation is encouraged above
all else and one lucky student who has
shown creative enthusiasm and talent at
all four stations is awarded an
autographed Author-Go-Round tee-shirt.

Everyone is rewarded with a break
in all the fun, which includes cookies
and punch and a special presentation by
one of the participating guest artists.
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Layne Campbell, a Dos Pueblos senior, last
year, added a new dimension to his school’s

mascot. In April, Layne completed work on ‘The
Charger Spirit,’  a metal sculpture of a rearing horse.

 Layne devoted over 1,000 hours to this project.
‘The Charger Spirit’ weighs more than 1,000 pounds
and measures approximately 10’ high x 12’ long x 4’
wide. It is painted with chocolate brown acrylic paint.

Principal Dave Cash envisions the sculpture
permanently displayed in a central location on
campus, where it can be viewed by all students.

Following graduation, Layne plans to pursue
studies in architecture or mechanical engineering.

Dos Pueblos receives
‘Charger Spirit’

Therese Brady of  Ontiveros
School in Santa Maria-Bonita

and Judy Sims, of Monte Vista School
in the Hope School District, were
showcased for their environmental
education efforts during a ceremony
celebrating the release of the new
California Plan for Environmental
Education, the first ever in the state.

The event was sponsored by the
California Regional Environmental
Education Community (CREEC)
Network, the San Luis Obispo County
Office of Education, and the Channel
Islands National Marine Sanctuary.

Brady has won many awards for
her teaching, including: the
Governor’s Award for Environmental

and Economic Leadership; the Sea
World/Busch Gardens Award for
Environmental Education, sponsored
by the National Geographic Society;
and the Disney Company
Environmentality Challenge Award.

She is a National Board Certified
Teacher and has been honored as
County Teacher of the Year. Ontiveros
School also received special recogni-
tion from the Green Award program in
Santa Barbara County in 1997 for the
comprehensive recycling program
Brady and her students began in 1994.
The Green Awards are sponsored by
the Santa Barbara County Air Pollu-
tion Control District, the Community
Environmental Council, Santa

Barbara County Solid Waste and
Utilities, Santa Barbara County
Water Resources Agency, and
Traffic Solutions.

Sims has also been recognized for
her programs in environmental
education, and her garden program
has received attention from the state
as a model garden program. Sims and
Brady both emphasized that their
students learn more in all subjects
through environmental education.

 “Environmental literacy is vital
to our children’s future, as well as to
the economic and environmental well-
being of California and the earth,”
said Delaine Eastin, State Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction.

It’s good to be green
Brady and Sims honored for environmental education efforts
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Elio Chiyal, a Santa Maria-Bonita
 5th grader who asked Santa Claus

for a normal right ear, had his dream
come true in August, thanks to a Santa
Maria-Bonita teacher and the generous
people of the Central Coast.

Elio received a prosthetic ear,
fitted at Taylor School, where his
family and well-wishers shared his joy.
The money for Elio’s new ear was
donated by individuals and organiza-
tions on the Central Coast. Contribu-
tions totaled close to $4,000, said
Delia Garnett, a Taylor Elementary
School teacher who organized
the fundraising effort.

Elio was born without a right ear.
He has some hearing, but has always
been self-conscious about the way he

Teacher works to provide
student with new ear

looks. Last year in school, he even
wrote a letter to Santa Claus, asking
to have “two ears, just like
my friends.”

Several months ago, Garnett was
inspired by an article in People
magazine about a prosthetic specialist
who made an ear for a little girl.
Garnett decided to organize the effort
to give Elio the same opportunity.

“All teachers want the best for
children. Elio deserves to be happy
and self-confident,” Garnett said. “I
was overwhelmed at how fast the
donations came in and how many
people wanted to help. Seeing Elio
smile when he received his ear was
the biggest reward.”

Theilmann wins
Toyota TIME
2000 grant

Mary Anne Theilmann, an
eighth grade algebra teacher

at Carpinteria middle School, was
awarded the Toyota TIME 2002
grant award for excellence and
innovation in mathematics innova-
tion  for her “Online problem
solving lesson study.”

Her award-winning proposal
will help use the new computers
avaiable to students due to the
school’s remodeling.  Students
will learn how to do research
to study trends and then apply
that information to solve math-
ematical problems.

Theilmann was one of
35 teachers to receive a $9,680
grant from Toyota and the
National Council of Teachers
of Mathematics.

For the second consecutive
year, an English instructor

from Allan Hancock College has
been selected as a National
Association for Developmental
Education Kellogg Institute
Leadership Scholar recipient.

Jennifer Jozwiak of Shell
Beach, a developmental English
instructor for the college, follows
her colleague, Thomas Sadowski,
in garnering the distinct award.

Jozwiak named
Leadership Scholar
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Kids in Nature featured at Sedgwick

The Sedgwick Reserve is a beautiful
site for some very serious studies,

including the Kids in Nature program
that served hundreds of students last
year alone.

Kids in Nature is a native plant
botany, habitat restoration, birding, art,
and technology project for grades 4-6
students from low performing schools.
It served 237 students in 2001-02 and
will serve more than 240 in 2002-03.

The project is funded entirely
through grants, so it can be free to the
schools. Last year the program served
54 fifth and sixth graders from
Guadalupe, 63 fourth grade and GATE
students from Lompoc, and 120 fifth
graders from Santa Maria-Bonita. The
same teachers, with new students, will
participate this year.

At the Sedgwick Reserve, students
work in groups of four to seven, with
one of 15 Reserve volunteers specially
trained in natural history, the arts, and
habitat restoration.

During four trips, each lasting three
hours, students do ecological habitat
restoration projects that integrate native
plant botany, birding, writing, sketch-
ing, photography, and technology. All

participants attend May
Celebration Day at the
Reserve to share their
habitat restoration work
and resulting scientific
reports, their creative
writing, and art work.

Nancy Emerson,
outreach coordinator,
administers the project
and directs the work at

the Reserve.
Each class also

receives related instruc-
tion at UCSB’s Museum

of Systematics and Ecology, where
students take part in hands-on plant
anatomy and physiology, ecology,
plant-bird interactions, geology, and
nature printing activities.

The students are taught by Dr.
Jennifer Thorsch, UCSB trips coordi-
nator; Mark Holmgren of the museum
staff; and undergraduate and graduate
assistants from the geological sciences,
biological sciences, and the Graduate
School of Education.

For most students, it is the first
time they have visited a university
campus, worked in a real laboratory, or
used microscopes.

Classroom activities coordinate
with field experiences. Activities
include two new, Reserve-specific plant
identification and habitat restoration
computer simulations as well as plant
anatomy light microscope slides of
common native plants, developed by
Dr. Thorsch and her staff.

Microscopes were loaned to the
teachers by Scientific Instruments and
will be purchased for the classes in
2002-03.

To introduce the students to
sketching and plant illustration in the

classroom, John Iwerks and Chris
Chapman, Oak Group members and art
instructors, starred in a 15-minute
video, which was given to each teacher.

Activities in the project help students
meet California Science and Visual Arts
Standards for their grade levels.

Further information about the
program is available by e-mailing or
calling Nancy Emerson at
nemerson@sbceo.org or 693-1386.

McKenzie 6th graders explore the Blue Oak Trail with
Sherman Herrick, volunteer.

Volunteer Elizabeth Quick helps Adams
student with planting.

Volunteer Steve
Schulz teaches
students how to do
cuttings in Native
Plant Nursery.

Brad Penkala, Goleta
Valley Jr. High science
teacher and summer
scientist on Kids in
Nature project, teaches
microscope use for
studying plant
anatomy.

Students do nature
printing in UCSB

Biological Sciences
laboratory.

Assisted by graduate
student Ivonne Budianto,

students study flowers
under microscope in

UCSB science lab.
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Plan
Ahead...

September
2–Labor Day holiday (SBCEO closed)
5 –County Board of Education meeting,
     2 p.m., SBCEO Board Room
9 –Superintendents meeting, 9 a.m., Santa
     Ynez HS Board Room
16 –School Business Officials Meeting,

1:30 p.m., Guadalupe

October
1–Santa Barbara County SDFSC/TUPE

  Advisory Committee Meeting,
8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., Rancho Santa
Barbara Marriott, Buellton (Contact
Lorraine Waldau, SDFSC/TUPE
Consultant, (805) 735–7035

1–District SDFSC/TUPE Program Man-
agers Meeting, 10:45 a.m. to
11:45 a.m., Rancho Santa Barbara
Marriott, Buellton (Contact Lorraine
Waldau, SDFSC/TUPE Consultant,
(805) 735–7035

3–County Board of Education meeting,
2 p.m., SBCEO Board Room

5–I Madonnari Italian Street Painting
Festival SLO, San Luis Obispo
Mission Plaza

7–Superintendents meeting, 9 a.m.,
Santa Ynez HS Board Room

9–Asset Building for Youth, Presenter:
Clay Roberts, 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.,
Marriott Hotel, Buellton, Turf Club A
(Contact Lorraine Waldau, SDFSC/

TUPE Consultant, (805) 735–7035
10–Asset Development 201:  Taking

Assets to the Next Level, Presenter:
Clay Roberts, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.,
Lakeview Jr. High Multipurpose
Room, 3700 Orcutt Rd., Orcutt
(Contact Lorraine Waldau, SDFSC/
TUPE Consultant, (805) 735–7035

10–Helping Kids Succeed by Building
Assets, Presenter: Clay Roberts,
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Lompoc High
School, Little Theater (Contact
Lorraine Waldau, SDFSC/TUPE
Consultant, (805) 735–7035

11–Asset Development 201:  Taking
Assets to the Next Level, Presenter:
Clay Roberts, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.,
Santa Barbara County Education
Office Auditorium, 4400 Cathedral
Oaks Rd., Santa Barbara

20-27–Red Ribbon Week
21–School Business Officials Meeting,

1:30 p.m., Los Alamos

November
4–Superintendents meeting, 9 a.m.,

Santa Ynez HS Board Room
7–County Board of Education meeting,

2 p.m., SBCEO Board Room
11–Veteran’s Day holiday (SBCEO closed)
15–Deadline for Winter 2003 NEWS
18–School Business Officials Meeting,

1:30 p.m., Santa Maria-Bonita
18–Bullying in Schools:  What We

Know and What We Know Works,
Presenter:  Hilda Quiroz and Walter
Bouman from the California Hate

Crime Task Force Training Team,
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Marriott Hotel,
Buellton,  Turf Club A (Contact
Lorraine Waldau, SDFSC/TUPE
Consultant, (805) 735–7035

28 –Thanksgiving Day holiday
(SBCEO closed)

29–Board declared holiday
(SBCEO closed)

December
3–Santa Barbara County SDFSC/TUPE

Advisory Committee Meeting, 8:30
a.m. to 10:30 a.m., Rancho Santa
Barbara Marriott, Buellton (Contact
Lorraine Waldau, SDFSC/TUPE
Consultant, (805) 735–7035

3–District SDFSC/TUPE Program
Managers Meeting, 10:45 a.m. to 11:45
a.m., Rancho Santa Barbara Marriott,
Buellton (Contact Lorraine Waldau,
SDFSC/TUPE Consultant,
(805) 735–7035

5–County Board of Education meeting,
2 p.m., SBCEO Board Room

9–Superintendents meeting, 9 a.m.,
Santa Ynez HS Board Room

16–School Business Officials Meeting,
1:30 p.m., Los Alamos

23–Board declared holiday
(SBCEO closed)

24–Board declared holiday
(SBCEO closed)

25–Christmas Day holiday
(SBCEO closed)

31–Board declared holiday
(SBCEO closed)

Transformation of a large vacant lot
into an organic vineyard on Allan

Hancock College’s Santa Maria campus
will do more than beautify the land-
scape—it places Hancock among the top
community college wine grape growing
and winemaking programs in California.

Upcoming installation of the
vineyard will make Allan Hancock

Campus vineyard puts wine program tops in state
College only one of three community
colleges in the state to maintain an on-
campus vineyard, college officials said.
Hancock already maintains a vineyard
in Los Alamos.

“The vineyard is critical to the ad-
vancement of the program,” said
Merilark Padgett-Johnson, Ph.D.,
coordinator and instructor for the

viticulture/enology program.  “It gives
students easy access to a vitally-needed
lab, where they can learn so much of what
they need to know to work successfully in
the wine grape industry.”

Padgett-Johnson added that careers
in the wine industry are plentiful.
“There are more jobs than I have
students,” she said.
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Mullin has been a member of the
Teacher’s Network Policy Institute, a
nationwide teachers group dedicated to
conducting action research in the classroom
and affecting educational policy. His action
research has focused on:

•  teacher recruitment and retention
•  the effectiveness of staff training in
   technology, and
•  the use of technology to encourage
   Socratic dialogue and encourage
   content acquisition among English
   Language Learner students.
He has also been a fellow and

facilitator for the California History Social
Science Pro-ject (CH-SSP), spending three
weeks each summer guiding K-12 social
studies teachers in the development of
highly interactive lesson plans that make
use of primary source documents to teach
social studies.  Last year he represented the
group at the UCLA Technology Research
Institute Project.

Mullin has also been instrumental in
his school’s Digital High School
Committee, writing the grant proposal and
helping guide colleagues through Level I
and II proficiencies.  He has made

numerous presentations at conferences
throughout the state.

His awards have been numerous.  He has
received four Impact II awards for a simulation
of the Rain Forest, the Marshal Plan, Virgil’s
Aeneid, and a Gilded Age Simulation.  He has
received certificates of recognition from U.C.
San Diego and U.C. Santa Barbara as the
teacher who most affected an incoming
freshman.  He has received a certificate of
recognition as an exemplary AVID teacher
and has twice been featured on the county’s
Innovations in Education television program.
He has also volunteered scores of hours for
night-time study sessions,  has taken students
on summer trips to Yosemite, Lake Tahoe and
Colorado,  and has led field trips to the Getty
Museum and the UCLA campus.  He has
served as student council advisor for three
years, and has even coached freshman
girls volleyball.

Mullin’s nomination will next be reviewed
for consideration as California Teacher of the
Year in the fall.  The California winner will
then proceed into consideration for 2003
National Teacher of the Year.  As Santa
Barbara County Teacher of the Year, Mullin
will be available to speak countywide, and can

be reached at Santa Ynez Valley
Union High School at 688-6487,  or
at the County Education Office, by
calling Carol Gregor at 964-4711,
ext. 5281.


