Name:______________________________                Due Date:  October27, 2010

Session 3 Preparation (Elementary Only)
Homework:  Preventative Reading Instruction
Directions:  Read and highlight the article, “Primary Prevention in Classroom Reading Instruction”, by Barbara R. Foorman.  Then, respond to the questions below, which highlight the first half of the article (page 24 to the top of page 27) related to evidenced-based practices in reading instruction.

1.  Compare the identified characteristics of schools with outstanding achievement to those of ineffective schools.  When you consider your school, which of these characteristics, both effective and ineffective, describe your current program.  What evidence do you have to support your determinations?  Which areas will you investigate further in order to establish more accurate findings?

2. Consider the characteristics of effective and less effective classrooms.  When you consider all of the teachers at your school, how do they generally compare with these characteristics?  What evidence do you have to support your evaluations?  Which areas will you investigate further to establish more accurate findings?

3.  The notion of “best practices” can be understood as an interaction of teacher effects, peer effects, and student effects.  As you read the article, which of the studies highlighted, related to these three aspects, confirmed what you know and which surprised you?  What are the implications for reading instruction at your school?

4. When you consider the student population at your school, how is reading instruction matched to their developing skill levels in practical ways?  How has your district and school specifically addressed incorporating best policy and practice for teaching reading to academically diverse classrooms?  
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