PYRAMID OF INTERVENTIONS

SAMPLE

LEVEL 1 –CLASSROOM INTERVENTIONS-Standards-based classroom instruction (including clear assessment expectations) that incorporates teaching strategies to include: flexible grouping, differentiation of instruction, and frequent monitoring.  Coherent, consistent use of adopted materials.

· Ensure that students are being taught at the students’ optimal instructional level-one that challenges them but provides enough opportunities for success

· Post daily classroom schedules with clear objectives and assignments

· Write assignments or complex directions on the board or provide handouts in addition to speaking them

· Require that students engage in some type of active responding to teacher directions or instruction

· Break complex tasks into simple steps (provide handouts or posters to list the main steps of strategies that they are to use)

· Model and Demonstrate strategies (think-alouds, etc.)

· Require students to “talk-through” activities-i.e. describe the problem-solving strategies they are using

· Periodic review of previous learning

· Incorporate cooperative learning

· Provide correct models of right answers (show steps)

· Units incorporate real world, applied learning

· Students produce evidence of learning (product, presentation and/or performance)

· Students receive ongoing feedback that directly addresses standards

· Informal interventions to include peer assistance, teacher interventions, advisory assistance

· The Learning Pyramid (link) is utilized as the basis for classroom instruction

· Parent Contact

· Homework posted on website

· Opportunity to redo work for mastery

· Advance organizers

· Graphic organizers

· Students are taught “Habits of Mind” in all classrooms

· Effective study skills are taught, reinforced and expected in all classrooms

· Explicitly recognize, praise and reward the effort that a student puts into an assignment

· Each teaching team establishes consistent expectations

· Differentiation of instruction (with training)

· For ELs:  Academic language taught, many opportunities for active engagement, discourse, use of SDAIE strategies, ELD periods, peer interaction

Guiding Questions for Level 1 Interventions

a) Are assessment criteria clearly explained BEFORE students begin instruction?

b) What opportunities do students have in regular classroom settings for extra help?
Guiding Questions for Level 2 Interventions:

a) Is there a reliable system in place to determine which students are struggling?

e) Do students enter and exit the intervention programs on an as-needed basis, so as not to become “tracking?”

LEVEL 2—IN-DEPTH FORMAL INTERVENTON Includes Level 1 strategies but includes individualized assessment, targeted interventions tailored to individual needs, referral for specially designed instruction if needed

· Utilize district coaches to model lessons in classrooms or work with the entire grade level

· Individualized assessments that target the same content standards as the other students, but in a different format

· Differentiation of instruction (with training)
· Utilize multiple forms of formal and informal assessments to diagnose student’s needs
· For ELs:  shadow classes to frontload content; double periods; EL instructional assistant in classes
Guiding Questions for Level 2

b) Are students assessed to determine the cause of the difficulties?

c) Are they provided interventions directly targeting the specified causes of difficulty?

d) Are the interventions provided for sufficient intensity and duration allow impact?

f) Is support/professional learning provided to the teacher when implementing the interventions?

g) Are interventions evaluated and revised/modified when necessary?

LEVEL 3—SPECIALIZED INTERVENTIONS-Students participate in learning that includes specialized programs, adapted content, methodology or instructional delivery

· Create an intervention team that focuses on intervention evaluation and planning focused on evidence

· Appoint academic advocates to each student, allow students to have voice in this selection

· Professional development for teachers on inclusion of special needs students in the regular classroom

· Increased inclusion

· Co-teaching (with training)

· Differentiation of instruction (with training)

· Use special education staff to supplement or provide student’s instruction

· For ELs:  Newcomers Program with certificated teacher

Guiding Questions for Level 4 Interventions

a) Are teaching assignments being made to ensure that students with the most need are receiving the most qualified instructors?
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