Name:_________________________________________            Due:  October 7, 2009
Credit:  1 hr. hour Module 3, 1 hr. Module 1

Rigor in the Classroom
with Dr. Douglas Reeves

Directions:  Link to the Taking Center Stage II website: 

http://pubs.cde.ca.gov/TCSII/prolearningtoolkit/reevesindex.aspx
Answer the “Take Stock” questions first.  Watch the video.  After the video, respond to the “Take Action” activity #1 related to your site’s grading practices (or you can choose another “Take Action” activity more relevant to your site).  And respond to the “Take it Away” prompts.  There are many other links listed on this form – the final task is to click on three of them and summarize their key points and utility. You may be asked to share your links.  
Take Stock: Consider your practices 
1. What are your (or your staff’s) perceptions or expectations of the academic achievement of your students who receive free and reduced lunch?



2. What characteristics describe an “A” student? What characteristics describe an “F” student?



3. What does your school community value? How do you know?



4. What or who determines which content standards are taught at each grade level?



5. What are the most important standards for students to learn this year so they can be successful next year?

Take Action: Apply the concepts (respond to the #1 Activity for Feedback/Grading only)
Achievement and Student Socioeconomic Status

1. Activity: Using Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) data, ascertain what percentage of your student socioeconomic status (SES) subgroup scored at proficient or above in English language arts (ELA) and/or mathematics. 

· Ascertain what percentage of other subgroups scored at proficient or above in ELA and/or mathematics.

· Compare the results.

· Does an achievement gap exist within your school's subgroups?

· Based on Dr. Reeves' presentation, what strategies and/or practices can be put in place to close the achievement gap? 

2. Activity: Explore more on TCSII: Socioeconomic status 

Power Standards

 Activity: Organize a staff rotation so that each teacher meets with at least one colleague who teaches the next level to discuss: 

· What is most important for incoming students to have mastered by the time they reach your classroom?

2. Activity: Watch the TCSII video Leading the Way to Academic Excellence (WMV; 6:50) | MOV. 

· Consider the best practices described by the principal of Toby Johnson Middle School (consistent syllabi for the same course offered in the same grade and taught by different teachers) and described by a teacher at Rio Norte Junior High School (backwards mapping).

· Discuss which of these best practices would translate well to your school.

3. Activity: Explore more on TCSII: State policy on standards
Nonfiction Writing
Activity: Meet with a teacher or teachers from other departments to plan strategies to increase and support nonfiction writing across the curricula at your school. 

· How could your program be adjusted to increase the amount of time all students spend on nonfiction writing at your school?

2. Activity: Explore more on TCSII: 

· Writing across the curriculum 

· Appendix 1-B. Teaming Practices Related to Rigor 

· Teaching writing 

· Writing Assessment 

· Cross-curricular connections; writing across the curriculum 

· Writing Prompt Guidelines for Teacher Teams 

· Summary Writing Task—Grade Seven 

· Summative Essay Recipe 

· Professional Considerations: English Learners and Academic Success 

Feedback and Grading – RESPOND TO THIS SECTION, Activity #1
1. Activity: Review your personal and your school’s grading policies and practices. 

· Describe your grading policies – do any need improvement?

· How can you encourage students to DO their work?

· What are appropriate consequences for students who do not do their work?

· How could you change your grading policies so that early and appropriately completed work is rewarded rather than punishing students for submitting late or incomplete work? 

· How could you provide immediate and specific feedback to your students on a regular basis?

· How can grades be used to coach students rather than punish them? 

2. Activity: Explore more on TCSII:  Teaming practices related to academic rigor  and Rubrics 

Culture of Achievement

1. Activity: Visit your school’s trophy case and/or public bulletin boards and record the items on display. 

· How do the school displays indicate what your school community values? 

2. Activity: Explore more on TCSII: 

· Resilience—Strengthening Protective Factors and Developmental Assets
· Create a climate for learning 

· Professional Considerations: Creating a School Culture 

· Nurturing Motivation, Effort, and Investment in School Work
· A Middle School Culture Supporting Standards-Based Education
Take it Away: Make it happen at your school
1. What resources would you need to implement these practices in your classroom or at your school site?

2. What administrative support would you need?

3. What personal changes would you have to make?

4. How would you evaluate success? 

Exploring Related Resources:

Directions:  Click on 3 different links from above and write a brief summary of the big ideas and utility of each.

Link 1:  _________________________________________________________

Big Ideas:

Utility:

Link 2:  _________________________________________________________

Big Ideas:

Utility:

Link 3:  _________________________________________________________

Big Ideas:

Utility:
