	Comparison Between 

No Child Left Behind (NCLB) and Race to the Top (RTTT)

	NCLB
	
	RTTT

	· Established an accountability system for states, school districts, and schools receiving federal education funds 

· Requires states and local districts to:

(1) have academic standards

(2) make annual progress towards having        every student achieve the standards and closing gaps between all students and significant subgroups 

(3) test students to see if they are learning

(4) collect data on how they are doing

· States must identify schools and districts that         are not making enough progress and follow a            step-by-step process for either turning those schools around or closing them
· Academic standards and assessment     requirements are a condition of receiving              Title I funding


	Overview
	· As part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), Congress has provided funding for competitive grants to states to encourage education innovation and reform in four areas: 

    (1) enhancing standards and assessments    

    (2) improving collection and use of data

    (3) increasing teacher effectiveness and   
         achieving equity in teacher distribution

    (4) turning around low-achieving schools

· USDE has awarded RTTT grants in two phases:

      Phase 1: Applications were due in January 2010    
                   and awarded in March 2010

· 41 states applied / 15 finalists

· 2 winners: Delaware ($100 million) and Tennessee ($500 million)
      Phase 2: Applications were due in June 2010 and 
                   awarded in August 2010

· 36 states applied / 19 finalists

· 10 winners ($3.4 billion total /awards range from $250 - $400 million): 
District Of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Maryland, Massachusetts, New York, North Carolina, Ohio and Rhode Island
· Grants expended over 4 years from date of award 

	· 100% of students must be proficient in reading and math by 2014
	Goals
	· All students to be able to graduate from high  school "ready for college and a career" by 2020

	· States required to adopt content standards and assessments
· States required to determine annual AYP targets graduating to 100% proficiency by 2014 

· For a school or a school district to make AYP, all students and significant subgroups must meet or exceed annual targets

· Individual student progress is not used to determine school or district improvement
	Standards & Accountability
	· RTTT requires a state that receives a grant to   adopt and use common standards 

· States must commit to implementing common assessments

· RTTT requires that states use data to follow individual students and determine the growth in each individual student's academic achievement 



	· Teachers must be “highly qualified” as follows:

· have at least a bachelor’s degree

· hold full state certification 

· demonstrate subject-matter competence  for each NCLB core academic subject taught

· Evaluation criteria - not prescribed

	Effective Teachers & Principals
	· There must be no barriers at the state level to linking data on student achievement or growth to individual teachers and principals for the purposes of evaluation; higher scores are given to states that link teacher and principal evaluation with student performance

· A “highly effective teacher” is one whose students achieve high rates of student growth; a “highly effective” principal is one whose students, both overall and for each subgroup, achieve high rates  of student growth 

	· Any school served by Title I that fails to make AYP for two consecutive years is identified as “needing to improve”

· A series of actions must be implemented each  year the school is identified

· Corrective action is required in year 4

· The federal system is layered on top of state and district systems
	School Improvement
	· States must specifically target for assistance the persistently lowest-achieving schools, and must require one of the four restructuring models:

1. Turnaround Model

2. Restart Model

3. School Closure Model

4. Transformation Model
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