Workshop: What’s the Sense of Test Data?

*************************************************************************************

Overview

Analyzing and representing student achievement data is necessary in order to target specific outcomes. In fact, the new ESEA legislation demands schools make data-driven decision-making a priority.

This workshop simulates an analysis of classroom student performance data. The tool we will use is Excel, but the process remains the same regardless of the program. The information below is presented merely as a reference for participants. The main focus of the session will be on the application of these skills in order to work with classroom teachers.
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How do you write a formula?

You can 1) go to Insert then click on function… or 2) type it in yourself. 

	Find the mode:

	=MODE(D2:D10)

	Find the mean:
	=AVERAGE(D2:D10)

	Find the median
	=MEDIAN(D2:D10)

	Have it type a word once it finds certain value
	=IF(D2<50, “retest”, “finished”)


What are some basic formulas?
	Find the largest value
	Find the smallest values
	Find the standard deviation
	Only count certain numbers in a range

	=MAX(D2:D10)
	=MIN(D2:D10)
	=STDEV(D2:D10)
	=COUNTIF(D2:D10, “<40”)
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Understanding how to create formulas will help you analyze data and even create new sets of data.
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3. Choose a topic (0 Found)

Ways to get assistance while you work
This topic pravides reference information about:
asking for Help from the Office Assistant

Getting Help from the Help menu

Getting Help from the Offce Update ieb site

Finding out what's new in Excel 2000

More information

Asking for Help from the Office Assistant

Type a question When you have a question about a
Microsoft Office program, you can ask the Office
Assistant. For example, to get Help about how to format
chart, type How do I format a chart? in the Assistant
balloan.
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Graphing

Excel makes graphs easily and clearly. Simply go to the top of your window and click on Insert then click on Chart… Pick the chart you want and away you go.

There are a variety of ways to personalize and insert graphs, as an object in worksheet, as another worksheet, or embedded in another program like Word.
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Graphs can quickly show overall patterns such as change over time. Experimenting with different graphs that represent the same sets of data can lead to various questions to guide decision-making.

*************************************************************************************Conditional Formatting

You can change the font, colors, and styles with conditional formatting. This is a great way to look for patterns for large sets of data. You can have up to three different parameters for formatting the cells.

Select the cells you are interested in, then click Format then Conditional Formatting…


Conditional formatting will visually represent patterns and can be built to update as new data is entered.

*************************************************************************************

Help!

There are a variety of applications of the Excel program to analyzing student data. As you get more comfortable with the program, use the help menu to search for new features.

*************************************************************************************

Sorting Data

With sets of data, you can sort by the column titles that you already have. Simply select your data or select nothing, which will tell the computer you want everything in the list. Then, click on Data, Sort…


Sorting data is a quick way to look at ascending and descending lists.

*************************************************************************************

Filtering Data

Filtering will hide all of the data you are not looking for. You can turn on autofilter feature, which will give you drop down menus for each column.

Go to Data, Filter, Autofilter…


This is a great way to disaggregate data and look for specific performance patterns.
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