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2a.
Explain how your students used technology resources in this unit to meet content standards and to develop information literacy or problem solving skills.


     My third grade students were asked to create an illustration of an environment and label three life forms appropriate for the environment.  Students used the Internet and print resources to research illustrations and information on various environments and life forms.  The were challenged to draw their discoveries on ArtPad, an online drawing program, and present their information to the class using Photostory 3, where they record their narrative explanations. 
2b.
Describe how you addressed Special Needs:

English Language learners:


English learners(EL) were able to record their information, listen to their voices and rerecord until their English approximations were clear. EL students were also able to listen to information as they read when they researched environments on WorldBook Discover Encyclopedia from the SBCEO Portal.

Special Ed students:


Special Ed students were able to listen to information as they read when they researched environments on WorldBook Discover Encyclopedia from the SBCEO Portal.  Other Internet resources were made audible through the use of Natural Reader, a browser plugin.

GATE students:


GATE students were encouraged to make diurnal pictures showing the environment in both day and night. 
2c.
Describe how you taught about privacy, security, and safety on the Internet.


Since I teach third grade, we put the web links on my class website with the instructions and students were only allowed to use these links.  Those who violated the rule had to create paper environments. 
How does your school AUP address these issues?

Students sign an AUP at the beginning of each school year and we review this policy before any Internet use in the lab or classroom.  The links on the class web site prevent students from searching and finding inappropriate material. 
2d.
Describe how the rubric was used for assessing students’ achievement.


My rubric from Rubistar.com is attached. I included evaluation criteria for appropriate life forms in environments, accurately spelled labels, interesting details in the picture, and clear slow speech in the recordings. 
If you submit a copy of lessons from your adopted textbook, answer the following:

What adaptations did you make to meet the needs of your students?

     n/a
How did you integrate technology into the unit?

     n/a
