Santa Barbara County Child Care Planning Council 

Steering Committee 
Proposed minutes of July 21, 2008
Location: Hope Education Center Board Room in Santa Barbarra 

Members Present: Karin Dominguez, Suzie West, Linda Williams, Jennifer Bergquist, Vishna Herrity, Eileen Monahan
Excused: Trudy Adair-Verbais, Mattie Gadsby
Guests:  Ann Wood
Staff: Valerie Kolstad
 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Dominguez at 1:10 p.m.
I.  
Approval of Minutes of June 11, 2008:






· Jennifer Bergquist moved to approve the minutes of June 11.  Suzie West seconded the motion.  MSC
II.
Public Comment Period:











· none
III.
Review Dates/Times for 08-09 Steering Mtgs.:




· A draft calendar showing dates, times and locations of Steering and Council meetings was reviewed.

· Recommended changes will be made and the calendar distributed to all members.

IV.
Office of Early Care & Education Report:






· First 5 is currently undertaking a fiscal review.  The OECE is reviewing activities of the Initiative.  There will be an opportunity to participate in the fiscal planning retreat to be held by First 5 on August 18.
· First 5 website is being redone.  It is important to discuss how all our websites are complimentary and how best to link sites.  A new training calendar will be part of the First 5 website.

V.
Vote: Approve Council Membership for 2008-2009:





· Nominating Committee is having difficulty getting a quorum for approval of membership for 2008-2009.  New membership has to be approved.  Suzie West, Chair, will call another meeting in early August to approve members and category membership so that the roster can be approved at Steering Committee meeting August 28.

· Two more members are needed for Nominating Committee.
· Council needs membership from Lompoc.  Suzie West has pursued suggestions already given but has no leads.  Other ideas were proposed.
· Sandy Mitchell has resigned from the Council so the position of Treasurer is vacant.  Suzie West will contact potential individuals to fill the position.

VI.
Review Information and Recommend Response to SBX 316 


(Proposed changes to Prop 10 Funding):
· Committee members reviewed talking points about SBX 316 and template letters to legislators about the proposal that have been circulated.
· It was agreed that Steering Committee will recommend to Council that a letter opposing the proposal should be submitted to appropriate officials.  A draft letter based on one of the templates but including bullet points about the positive impact of First 5 in our county will be presented to Council for consideration at the August 13 meeting.
VII.
Update from PIAT re: Webpage:






· The work of the PIAT Working Group that has been preparing a web site on “Research-based Practices” was reviewed.  This effort is in response to Desired Outcome II, Goal 3, Objective 2 of the Strategic Plan.
· Two members have worked very hard on this effort but they do not have enough time to complete the task themselves.  They are requesting assistance.

· It was suggested that this would be a good project for a graduate student, possibly someone in the new ECC Masters Program at UCSB.
· The Committee recommended that Leslie Voss be asked if she would be willing to ask Dean Connelly of the Gevirtz Graduate School, if this might be a project that a student could undertake initially this year, then have updating of the website as an ongoing student activity in future years.  It was pointed out that it will be necessary to seek funding to provide a grant to a student working on such a project.  
· The Research-based Practices website could be linked to the Quality website so funding requested from Orfalea may possibly be used to support this project.

· The James S. Bower Foundation is interested in funding projects that support the link between early learning and future success in school and they are interested in research-based practices.

VIII.
Brainstorm on Integrating Outdoor Classroom and Healthy Eating Concepts into Council Activities:


· Currently there are many efforts to encourage children to play outdoors and to eat healthy foods.
· The Museum of Natural History is starting a new project, “No Child Left Indoors”.  Many other organizations and individuals are interested in furthering this effort.
· South County has lots of opportunities for outdoor activities and groups are coming together around this topic but there is a need to initiate interest in Santa Maria.  Potential partners may be the Guadalupe Dunes and the Children’s Museum.
· Members discussed how the Council might support this effort over the next couple of years. One suggestion was that the Quality website could include information about outdoor activity and healthy eating, possibly adding a page about “outdoors”.  Other suggestions included Council members helping to get the word out and a proposal to put together a list of activities that the Council and /or its members are undertaking in this area.
· Elaine Gibson from the Natural History Museum will be invited to a Council meeting to explain their program “No Child Left Indoors” and to discuss what the Council and its agencies are currently doing.
IX.
Strengthening Families through Early Care and Education:






· CAPC is discussing the Strengthening Families through Early Care and Education program (www.strengtheningfamilies.net) as a means of addressing problems that may lead to child abuse and neglect.
· Child Care Planning Council has been invited by CAPC to participate in bringing the program to the county.

· Mattie Gadsby, Chair-Elect, attended a CAPC discussion about potential activities related to Strengthening Families.  One idea is to offer a training for Directors/decision makers in ECE has been proposed.  CAC has offered to host such a training.
· Information about the program, forwarded by Mattie, was shared with Steering members.

· It was recommended that Mattie be asked to make a presentation about Strengthening Families to Council in September, with discussion to determine how best Council should be involved.  Check with Katharina to make sure that September is not too late for Council to respond to CAPC regarding their interest.
X.
Member Binder:









· The binder has been compiled following the revision of the Table of Contents by Steering Committee.  Some minor changes were made to avoid duplication and unnecessary information.  The new binder contents are ready for distribution to members as soon as 2008-2009 documents are finalized.
· The revised binder was available on the information table for review.
XI.
Training Plan for Council 08-09:







· Findings of the Training Survey completed by members at the July Council meeting were reviewed.  Highest priorities for training were the Special Needs Panel and the OECE programs presentation (an earlier discussion had suggested that there was particular interest in hearing about the proposed Accreditation plan).
· A final decision on training for 08-09 was tabled until the next meeting.
XII.
CPIN Update:









· The focus of CPIN training over the next 18 months will be geometry, social-emotional development and language and literacy.  All training for administrators and teachers will be tied to the Preschool Foundations, DRDP, DR Access and ECERs. 
· CPIN trainings confirmed to date are:
· Administrators, Geometry, 9-12, September 25 in Ventura, repeated in SLO (Shell Beach), September 26
· Teachers, Geometry, 9-12, September 27, mid-county location
· Administrators, October 16, 9-12, Ross Thompson will present on Social-Emotional Development at SBCEO Auditorium. Ross Thompson is the lead researcher for the Social-Emotional Preschool Foundations.
· Publication of the second set of Preschool Foundations has been delayed so there will be no input sessions this Fall.
· The next local CPIN Planning Group meeting is scheduled for August 28, 2008, 10-12, at Santa Barbara Bank and Trust, Solvang
XIII.
Update on Public Awareness Campaign, Website and Materials:



· Samples of alternative logos for the Quality campaign will be reviewed by interested members of the Steering Committee and the Public Awareness Campaign Working Group following this meeting.  These samples have been prepared by a different graphic artist subcontracted through SurfMedia, at Council’s recommendation.
· The Quality website has been revised by SurfMedia following input from members of the Working Group.  It has been sent to Steering Committee members and the Working Group for final text edits.

XIV.
Coordinator Report: 








· The final CDRT Report will be submitted to CDD today.  A copy of the report is on the information table.
· The last Quarterly Report to CDD for 07-08 will be submitted tomorrow.

· The full written Coordinators report to Steering will be sent out by e-mail.
XV.      Agenda for August Council Meeting: 





· Presentation by Elaine Gibson from the Natural History Museum’s “No Child Left Indoors” program
· Vote: Approve letter re. SBX 316
· Discussion of Reauthorization of Food Program

· Update on the RFF to the Orfalea Foundation

· Update on the Public Awareness Quality campaign

· CPIN Update

· State/Federal Updates
XVI.
Agenda for August Steering Committee meeting:




· Training Plan for Council
· Vote: Approve Council Membership for 2008-2009
XVII.
Other Business/Announcements:








· none
XVIII.
Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.
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