SANTA BARBARA COUNTY CHILD CARE PLANNING COUNCIL

Proposed Minutes of October 12, 2011
Buellton Recreation Center, Buellton, CA
I.
Welcome: Flo Furuike called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.

II.
Aprpoval of the Minutes of September 14, 2011
Karin Dominguez moved to approve the minutes of September 14, 2011 as presented. Linda Williams seconded the motion. MSC.

III.
General Public Comment 
· There was none.
IV.
Follow-up from September 14 Retreat
· Flo expressed the need for an ad hoc committee to review the Council bylaws and standing rules, particularly in regards to standing committees versus ad hoc committees.  Karin Dominguez, Eileen Monahan and Jennifer Bergquist volunteered to serve on the committee. The question was raised  about whether the Council still needs the Budget Committee, as there are so few discretionary funds since the budget cuts were enacted. It was suggested that budget items be taken up by the Steering Committee and then brought to the Council. 
· The Group Activity Plans have been sent out for the four work groups: Public Policy & Advocacy, Research Based Practices, Quality Campaign, and ICCAT; ICCAT is the only Action Team that is governed by the Brown Act; the remaining groups are ad hoc committees, which are not subject to Brown Act provisions.

· Flo mentioned that 13 evaluations were received, out of 20 who attended the Retreat, and most were very favorable. Debi Badger noted that is was a lovely event that was beautifully planned and executed.
V.
Discussion of New Initiatives Protocol
· This item was struck from the agenda, as the issue has been resolved regarding CSEFEL.  
VI.
Coordinator’s Report
· Joyce Stone gave a brief oral report about her activities over her first month in the position of Coordinator. In her first week she attended a videoconference of the County Office of Education Program Administrators for Child Development (COEPACD), the  South County Regional Leadership Luncheon, and the Retreat; she participated in a webinar with CDE/CDD on the new forms required for professional development activities. She also participated in CA Child Care Coordinators Association activities, including a regional meeting to discuss possible changes to AB 212, and a conference call on the new needs assessment template. 
· Joyce attended a workshop presented by First 5 Santa Barbara on Results Based Accountability, and attended the Child Development Policy Institute’s (CDPI) Fall Forum, which included workshops on the ECE Competencies and Head Start, as well as panels on realignment, Prop. 98, and the federal funding and policy picture. She has also been involved in an office move and working on familiarizing herself with the computer and physical files for the Council’s work.
VII.      State Budget and Local Impacts

· Eileen Monahan reported that the CDPI discussion on federal funds mentioned the work of the Super Committee, which is charged with cutting $1.2 billion from the federal budget. There was also a discussion of the potential state trigger if revenues are not adequate, which could result in cuts to child development programs of $23 million. 
· Trudy Adair-Verbais stated that the field needs to be ready on December 15 with real stories of how cuts could affect families. Advocacy efforts could include inviting legislators to visit programs, and to stress job creation, school readiness, and third grade reading proficiency. It is important to talk about the whole child and not to use acromyms. Legislators can be visited in their district offices now. 
· Debi Badger mentioned that the La Cumbre ASES program has a legislative visit scheduled with Assemblyman Das Williams for November 3 from 3 to 4:30 p.m. 

VIII. 
Transitional Kindergarten

· Members discussed the implementation of the legislation for transitional kindergarten, which goes into effect for the 2012-13 school year and changes the entry age from a December  birthday to September over three years. Districts can start with just November birthdays in year one, or do all three years together. Districts may also combine TK and K classes, which may be more likely in smaller districts that may not have enough children to fill classrooms. The legislation is vague and individual districts will determine how they will implement. 

· There are concerns that teachers, who must be credentialed, may not have ECE training and that the curricula may not be developmentally appropriate. Eileen Monahan suggested that we could provide training for TK teachers on developmentally appropriate practice. Members decided to convene an ad hoc committee to determine what role the Council might take. Sharol Viker, Michelle Robertson, Eileen Monahan, Leslie Voss, Liz Watters and Joyce Stone will participate; Sharol will initiate the first contact to set up a meeting.

· Debi Badger will attend a Preschool Califonnia summit in Sacramento in November and will report back to the Council. 
IX.
STAR and Workforce Grant Updates
· Eileen Monahan reported that the advising sessions for STAR are going on until November 18. The CLASS training must be completed online, and some barriers include computer access, the lack of a CLASS tool for infants and toddlers, and language barriers.
X. 
Committee, Action Team, Ad Hoc Committee Reports

· ICCAT: Georgene Lowe reported that the goals that were revised at the Retreat in September have been incorporated into the work plan. 

XI.
Program Coordination Update

· Eileen Monahan reported that the Circle of Friends program has moved from the church to Girls Inc. in Goleta. 

· Debi Badger stated that the Santa Barbara School District programs have been hit with $650,000 in cuts; the Parma Child Care Center, which had been licensed for 75 chldren, was closed, but families were enrolled into other programs. The district board has officially recognized preschool and adopted PreK to 6 for the district, rather than K-6.
· Santa Ynez Head Start has moved to Buellton. 

XII.
Other Business/Announcements
· Eileen Monahan announced that CDE is applying for the federal Race to the Top/Early Learning Challenge Grant to develop a quality rating system, and that Santa Barbara County First 5 is participating; Governor Brown has given his approval for the application, but stipulated that the program use existing systems and that no financial liability be incurred for the state once the grant period is over. California is eligible for up to $100 million but must have a working quality rating system at the end of the period. Eileen also reported that First 5 CA is developing its second of two legacy programs (the first being CARES Plus), which will be based on the Educare model that provides comprehensive services to families; this is also similar to the Head Start and THRIVE models.
· Georgene Lowe, Chair of the Children’s Oral Health Collaborative, distributed a Call to Action brochure and the First 5 Healthy Teeth for Healthy Kids brochure. She reported that new funding allowed the re-hiring of MaryEllen Rehse to the Health Linkages staff. Georgene asked members to let her know if any programs need services. 

· Debi Badger announced that 450 preschoolers were screened at the health fair held in September. She also mentioned that Lights on After School, part of a national event, will be held at Adams School on October 20 from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. The federal government has released funding applications for the 21st Century program, which are due in December. Debi is applying for services for Franklin School. 

· Michelle Graham announced that the 2012 Child Development Conference will be held April 14. Space is available at the Susie West conference room. Michelle also reported that the R&R received $41,779 of the $62,000 available for the Southern California region for retention of licensed family child care operators who have participated in the Child Care Initiative Project (CCIP). 
· Susan Walsh announced that the University of La Verne has an ongoing cohort. There is a CPIN training on the Preschool English Learners (PEL) Guide on Saturday October 15 and one on November 19 on the Preshool Foundations Frameworks Vol 2. Susan would like to schedule a one-hour presentation on Vol. 2 at a future Council meeting. 

· Thesa Roepke announced that that Alan Hancock college broke ground on the new child development center with a completion date of June 2012. The program will move in July and the current building will be renovated. They have added a new course: ECE 303, an introduction to ECE studies, for Fall 2012. 

· Flo Furuike invited Council members to step up to assist Jennifer Bergquist as Vice Chair for an interim period. 

XIII.
Adjournment

· Chair Flo Furuike adjourned the meeting at 12:05 p.m.
