SANTA BARBARA COUNTY CHILD CARE PLANNING COUNCIL

Proposed minutes of August 13, 2008
Meeting held at Cachuma Lake Recreation Hall 
Karin Dominguez, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.
I.
Welcome:











· Karin Dominguez, Chair, welcomed everyone and, particularly, new member Lina Bickel, who is replacing Kelly Arredondo from the Department of Social Services.
· Other members introduced themselves.
II.
Approval of Minutes of July 9, 2008:







· Vishna Herrity moved to approve the minutes of July 9, 2008, Leslie Voss seconded the motion.  Approved as written.
III.
General Public Comment Period:









· none
IV.
VOTE: Approve Letter Re: Proposed Changes for Prop 10 Funds:


· Danielle Monroy moved to approve the letter regarding the proposed changes to Prop 10 funds.
· Vishna Herrity seconded the motion

· It was suggested that the letter should reference recent  research and reports that support the work of First 5, such as the RAND report.
· Recommendation that a copy of the letter should be sent to Pat Wheatley, Executive Director, First 5.
· Recommendations were accepted.

· Motion MSC. Abstentions: Flo Furuike and Sharol Viker.
· The letter will be sent out as soon as possible with recommended changes included.

V.
Presentation: Santa Barbara Natural History Museum Program: “No Child Left Indoors”:
· Elaine Gibson from the Santa Barbara Natural History Museum described the efforts of a local collaborative, which has started the “No Child Left Indoors” project.
· See attached information.
· Two books were recommended: “I Love Dirt” and “Nature and Young Children”.

· The goal of the project is to get the word out to parents that outdoor play is critical for child development.

· “Reconnect to Nature” classes at the Santa Barbara Natural History Museum are available for school-age and preschool classes.  There is a charge but it can be free for Title 1 and schools serving low income families.

· The Council was invited to join the coalition.

VI.
Update on Quality Public Awareness Campaign:


· The logo for the campaign is being reworked by a new graphic designer.
· Many of the campaign materials are ready to be printed as soon as the logo and design elements are ready.
· Another round of edits for the campaign website have been submitted to SurfMedia.

VII.
Update on Letter of Inquiry/Grant Proposal to Orfalea Family Foundation for Support for Leadership Series and Quality Campaign:


· The grant proposal will be submitted on Thursday.
· Funds are requested to support a second Series of Leadership meetings, which will be linked to the Director Mentor project led by Santa Barbara City College, and the next phase of the quality campaign.

· A total of about $90,000 will be requested but some budget items are still under discussion.

VIII.    
Update on One Year Grant Proposal to First 5 SB County for the 2nd Phase of the Quality Campaign:

· A proposal will be submitted to First 5 for funds to support the launch of the quality campaign.  Due date for this proposal is September 19.
· The launch will include a tour of quality child care sites in Santa Maria and Santa Barbara.

IX.
Update on Collaboration with SB Dept. Social Services, Area Agency on Aging, RSVP, AARP, & Others on Grant Foster Grandparent Project:
· A proposal to start a foster grandparent project will be submitted to the Orfalea fund.
· The collaborative group of SB Dept. Social Services, Area Agency on Aging, RSVP, and AARP will work with the TAPP program.

· Council has agreed to support the project as a resource about child care. 
· Kathy Gallagher, SB County Social Services Department, said that she will contact us as things develop.

X.
Legislative and Proposition Updates:



· The Quality Rating Scale bill moved from appropriations and is now out for discussion.

· Prop 49 may be taken back to the voters at the next election. 

· The Higher Education Act includes a loan forgiveness program for teachers working in licensed child care.
· In a recent news report, Jack O’Connell noted that funds that must be directed to the mandated algebra classes for all 8th graders might have been better spent on preschool. 
XI.
CPIN Updates:


· CPIN trainings confirmed to date are:

· Administrators, Geometry, 9-12, September 25 in Ventura, repeated in SLO (Shell Beach), September 26.  The registration form has been circulated.  Registration must be submitted to CPIN Region 8, Kern County. 
· Teachers, Geometry, 9-12, September 27, Days Inn Windmill, Buellton. The registration form has been circulated.  Registration must be submitted to CPIN Region 8, Kern County. 
· Administrators, October 16, 9-12, Ross Thompson will present on the topic of Social-Emotional Development at SBCEO Auditorium. Ross Thompson is the lead researcher for the California Preschool Social-Emotional Foundations.  
· The next local CPIN Planning Group meeting is scheduled for August 28, 2008, 10-12, at Cachuma Lake.

XII.
Membership Committee Report:


· New members Lina Bickel of the Department of Social Services and Sunny Currey, parent and staff at IVYP, were introduced and welcomed.
· Sandy Mitchell has resigned as a Council member and as Secretary-Treasurer.
· The Nominating Committee slate presents Flo Furuike for Secretary-Treasurer. At the September Council meeting, additional nominations will be taken from the floor and there will be a vote of approval.
· Chair Karin Dominguez appointed Flo Furuike as interim Secretary-Treasurer until the position is officially filled and approved.
XIII.
Report on Committees and Action Teams:


· Jennifer Bergquist will convene a meeting of chairs and action team leaders to review Brown Act requirements for public meetings and to confirm membership, meeting schedules and activities planned for committees/action teams.
· A list of committees and action teams was circulated for members to update.
XIV.
Council Retreat 2009 - Lake Cachuma Boat Cruise Report:


· Dyan reported that the cost is $15 per person with 20 person minimum.
· Participants have to come half hour early to prepare for the trip,
· The full tour is usually 2 hours but, since this is a private tour, we could make it shorter.
XV.
Information for Strategic Plan:


· The Strategic Plan Committee will meet after Council meeting today.
· Members will be reviewing the Strategic Plan because it is now two years old and it may be necessary to modify some strategies and timelines.
XVI.
Coordinator Report:


· Registration for the First 5 Conference scheduled for October 1 is on-line.  Contact Katie Corda at First 5 for help with the registration.
· The Santa Barbara Bank and Trust community meeting room in Solvang is under construction this month so many of the meetings scheduled there have been moved to Rabobank, 1660 Copenhagen Drive, Solvang or other mid-county locations.  Please look carefully at agendas to confirm meeting locations.

· See written report for other information.  Contact Valerie Kolstad if you have questions.

XVII.
Other Business/Announcements:


· Sharol Viker shared a brochure for parents who are union members entitled Quality Child Care, A Guide for Working Parents.
· Flo Furuike distributed gifts to Council members as a token of her appreciation for the support she received as Interim Coordinator.
· Carpinteria City Council postponed a decision about the future use of Main School in Carpinteria because they still have outstanding questions.  Another hearing has been scheduled for August 25 at 5:30 p.m. A collaborative is applying to use it as an early childhood center.  The collaborative includes CAC Head Start, CALM, Diabetes Research, Family Resource Center, CalSAFE, Health Linkages and Healthy Start.  

· First 5 will hold a Fiscal Strategic Planning meeting August 18, at the Royal Scandinavian Hotel in Solvang.  Commissioners, Advisory Board and the Fiscal Committee will be meeting but there will be opportunities throughout the day for small group discussion and public input.
· CA First 5 has included CARES in its considerations for identifying “legacy programs”.
· Hilda Zacarias distributed business cards and explained that SBFCC is developing a comprehensive marketing plan.  The organization will be renamed so they are having a competition for the name, “Name the Baby”.  Daisy is the new front office staff at SBFCC.
· Health Linkages staff has moved in with WEB in Santa Maria at the Gateway Center. 2007 Preisker Lane, Suite A.  In Santa Barbara, two Health Advocates have moved to the SBCEO Special Education office on Arrellaga St.

· Georgene Lowe provided updates from Health Linkages.  A new brochure about oral health was distributed: A Guide to Caring for Your Young Child’s Teeth.  Production of the brochure was supported by First 5.  Health Linkages also has a tip sheet for parents about fluoride varnish and they are providing training for physician’s office staff so that they can provide fluoride varnish application.  Health Linkages offers fluoride varnish application themselves.  They continue health insurance outreach but sign-up for Healthy Kids is capped at this time.  There are 500 children on the waitlist.  They continue outreaching with other insurance products.  Health Linkages has a schedule for health screenings.  They are using a Health Fair model where they bring lots of children and families together to be served by a collaborative of agencies.
XVIII.
Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at noon.
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