Generation Exchange Grant
Cindy Calvin/Larrry Nimmer

This grant was intended to build communication and bridge the gap between the children
of the community of Carpinteria and its senior citizens. The grant was primarily done
with video technology during two filming sessions. Four students were given the
opportunity to first interview a senior citizen, and then write a fun interactive story using
their imagination. There were also students chosen to help with the filming of the
sessions. They were involved in running the cameras and helping Mr. Nimmer direct. At
the end of the filming, the students then introduced their senior citizen to the class and
shared the story that they had written together. You can see the final outcome by going
to the You Tube link called Generation Exchange.

Lessons=The “Open Court” Reading Program was used as a backdrop for this grant

The unit we were studying was called “storytelling”.

1. One part of this unit encourages children to research their family history and ancestry.
As a homework assignment., all the students wrote a family story and did some research
on their family history-See attachment of “Family Triangle” These stories were read out
loud to the class and displayed for Open House...Some of the stories were about WW2,
some about how their family immigrated to the United States and others were about how
their parents met or about the day they were born.

2. The Storytelling unit also teaches children the history and importance of preserving
stories, and how the stories reflct the culture and values of the country where they
originated from. Children read a variety of fiction and non fiction stories including a
biography of “The Brother’s Grimm”, an African Folk Tale and many fairy tales-
Cinderella, Hansel and Gretel and

3. Prior to the senior citizen interviews, the class worked in pairs to create and write
open ended questions that they wanted to ask the senior citizens both about their lives and
about what the past was like. Then the best questions wee chosen and written on a chart
to help direct and focus the interviews Students who did the interviewing were also
asked the same questions by the senior citizens so there was a connection between the
generations. Students were especially intriguied by stories of the senior citizen’s school
experiences and how different the world was for them.
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