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I.
Project Description

Our project teaches students about California Native people and their tribes while participating in a simulation game.   

II.
Outline

A. Each tribe has a specific arrowhead marker, which is placed on the map of California (the game board). 

B. In order for a tribe to move its marker, they must research, write and illustrate a paragraph about an assigned tribe.  

C. A key element is rotating job assignments with pre-determined responsibilities and titles within each tribe. 

D. Specific points on the game board are problem points.  These problems could have been scenarios faced by California’s natives.  Problems must be solved cooperatively by researching the specific region and tribe where the problem occurs.  

E. At the end of each day, the task of one tribe member is to write a daily reflection.

F.  Student will be pre-assessed on their knowledge on Native California culture with a multiple-choice quiz prior to the simulation. 

G. During the simulation, student accomplishments will be measured by how effectively they research the four essential topics on teach assigned tribe: food, shelter, clothing and tools, followed by how well they compose a paragraph on each topic based on language arts standards.  Paragraph writing is differentiated based on ability and ELL needs. 

H. At the end of the simulation, students participate in a closing ceremony acknowledging their accomplishments and teamwork.  Previously, each tribe member has been presented an obsidian arrowhead.  

I. Finally, a post assessment multiple-choice quiz is given individually to determine each student’s level of understanding of Native tribes and California regions.

III.
Lessons

A. Students participate in a social studies simulation game.  They work in small cooperative groups (tribes) with the goal to travel between 12 specific points on a map of California.  All tribes begin in Santa Barbara, at an inter-tribal pow-wow hosted by Chief Yanonali, last chief of the Chumash before the arrival of the Spanish.  Chief Yanonali sends each tribe on a quest to find obsidian while acquiring knowledge and meeting challenges on the way towards Achumawi territory. Each tribe has a specific arrowhead marker, which is placed on the map of California (the game board). In order for a tribe to move its marker, they must research, write and illustrate a paragraph about an assigned tribe.  A key element in this simulation is rotating job assignments with pre-determined responsibilities and titles within each tribe. 

B. The educational values of the project are:

-learning the history and culture of California’s Native people and its regions

-researching, writing and illustrating expository summary paragraphs

-enhancement of critical thinking and problem solving skills in a cooperative setting
IV.
Notes/Tips for Teachers

A.   Organization is key!!!  We highly recommend heterogeneous 

groupings.   Keep a checklist on all tribes and monitor them frequently. 

a.   This Project was designed for 4th graders.

b. 4th California Standards:

Social Studies Standards:

4.1 Students demonstrate an understanding of the physical and human geographic features that define places and regions in California. 

4.2 Students describe the social, political, cultural, and economic life and interactions among people of California from the pre-Columbian societies to the Spanish mission and Mexican rancho periods.
4.2.1 Discuss the major nations of California Indians, including their geographic distribution, economic activities, legends, and religious beliefs; and describe how they depended on, adapted to, and modified the physical environment by cultivation of land and use of sea resources

Writing Standards:
1.0 Writing Strategies: Students write clear, coherent sentences and paragraphs that develop a central idea. Their writing shows they consider the audience and purpose. Students progress through the stages of the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, editing successive versions). 

2.4 Writing Genres: Write summaries that contain the main ideas of the reading selection and the most significant details.     
c.   Student Impact 

a. Each student learns about 4 different California tribes, each from a different region. As a result, students acquire knowledge of the characteristic of each region and its Native people.  Students gain insight into how Native people lived by utilizing their local resources.  Each student researches food, shelter, tools and clothing of the tribe.  They also research food, shelter, tools and clothing of three other tribes.  During this process, students learn how to effectively write expository summary paragraphs.  By the end of the unit, each student is able to describe how the Native people of California once used their local natural resources in trade and survival. Students also realize Native people continue to be active members of our society. 

 Students will benefit from a richer appreciation for the Native culture, which preceded the Europeans. They will also acquire knowledge of California’s regions and how the Natives utilized local resources.  Students become more proficient writers and researchers.  They also sharpen their critical thinking skills in a cooperative setting, which fosters teamwork, and problem solving skills.

V.
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Informational Poster Check-off List[image: image1.wmf]
Each poster must have the following information:

_____Name of tribe

_____Map of California showing tribal location

_____Picture & label of tribal shelter

_____Picture & label of tribal clothing

_____Picture & label of tribal tools used

_____Picture & label of tribal food eaten

_____Signature of tribal members 
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California Native American Simulation

Ultimate goal? To trade with the Achumawi tribe for obsidian arrowheads

Days #1-#4

•Sts. Will be placed in a tribe

•Sts will be given materials to research their tribe so that they ultimately create an informational poster about their tribe

•Movement happens when Sts write a paragraph and draw a picture on the following topics:

Houses

Food

Clothing

Tools

Ceremonies/Cultures

•Movement also happens as they complete/add to their NA village diorama

Roles:

Chief=Moves the game piece

Healer=Organizes and maintains “deerskin” folder

Elder=Draws a pictograph and a writes daily log

Warrior=Keeps tallies of arrowheads and researches next move

HINTS: 4 sts per tribe works best


Blow up the California Tribe map


Game pieces=arrowheads


Starting and ending point=Pow Wow location intersection of the Yokuts

Student Roles

•Chief=Moves the game piece

•Healer=Organizes and maintains “deerskin” folder

•Elder=Draws a pictograph and a writes daily log

•Warrior=Keeps tallies of obsidian arrow heads and researches next move

Problem Point

#3 How do the Mojave tribe members eat food if they live in the desert?
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#6 Your tribe is facing very cold and severe  weather.  How will you survive?  Clue: Get some tips and information from the Paiute Tribe.
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Problem Point Solution Sheet

1. When your tribe lands on a Problem Point, your teacher will give you a Problem Point Card.

2. With your tribe, discuss and decide on two possible solutions.

3. Write down the tribe’s decision and the reason why that decision is the BEST.

4. Your tribe must complete this decision and the Problem Point Solution Sheet BEFORE your tribe continues its journey. 

Name of tribe:______________________________________________________

•Summary of the Problem:_________________________________

•Two Solutions:

1.__________________________________________________________________________

2.___________________________________________________________________________


•Final Tribe Decision:

•Reason:

Tribe Name:__________________________

 Member Names________________________________________

California Native American

Report Check Off List

	Tribe
	Tribe Member Who Completed Report
	Report Topic
	Finished

	This Tribe

Name:


	
	
	

	
	
	Clothing
	

	
	
	Food
	

	
	
	Shelter
	

	
	
	Tools
	

	Other Tribe #1

Name:


	
	
	

	
	
	Clothing
	

	
	
	Food
	

	
	
	Shelter
	

	
	
	Tools
	

	Other

Tribe #2

Name:


	
	
	

	
	
	Clothing
	

	
	
	Food
	

	
	
	Shelter
	

	
	
	Tools
	


tribe Name:_______________________________________

CHANGE JOBS EACH TIME WE MEET.

EACH TRIBE MEMBER has a new JOB everyday!!!

Jobs Descriptions:

· Chief:  Moves arrowhead piece
· Elder:  Draws pictograph and makes log entry each day
· Healer:  organizes and maintains deerskin folder
· Warrior:  Passes out medallions and records job each day

	Tribe member’s Name


	Today’s date
	Job

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Your name_______________________

Your Tribe’s Name______________________

This report is about the _____________Tribe.

The topic is the tools they used.

Complete these sentences using the information you have read about this tribe:

The _______________Tribe used tools in several ways.   To hunted they made ____

______________________________________________________________________.

For fishing they used ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________.

The __________Tribe also made baskets out of  ________________________________

______________________________________________________________________.

Another interesting fact about __________Tribe’s tools was _____________________

______________________________________________________________________.

Your name_______________________

Your Tribe’s Name______________________

This report is about the _____________Tribe.

The topic is the food they ate.

Complete these sentences using the information you have read about this tribe:

The _______________Tribe hunted and gathered for their food.   They hunted for ____

______________________________________________________________________.

They also fished for ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________.

The __________Tribe gathered these foods: __________________________________

______________________________________________________________________.

Another interesting fact about __________Tribe’s food was _____________________

______________________________________________________________________.

Your name_______________________

Your Tribe’s Name______________________

This report is about the _____________Tribe.

The topic is the clothing they wore.

Complete these sentences using the information you have read about this tribe:

The _______________Tribe made their clothing out of several items: ______________

_____________________________________________________________________.   


Men in the ________________ tribe wore  ___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________.

Women wore ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________.

The __________children wore  ____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________.

Another interesting fact about __________Tribe’s clothing was_____________________

______________________________________________________________________.

Your name_______________________

Your Tribe’s Name______________________

This report is about the _____________Tribe.

The topic is the shelters in which they lived.

Complete these sentences using the information you have read about this tribe:

The _______________Tribe made their buildings out of several materials: __________

_____________________________________________________________________.   


The shape of their shelters _________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________.

The size of the houses  ____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________.

Another interesting fact about __________Tribe’s clothing was_____________________

______________________________________________________________________
