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Project Description
A. Blogging for Literacy is a simple and effective project to increase the interest and frequency of writing in the classroom. This project simply transfers the traditional pencil and paper method of writing to on the internet. Implemented in an elective course titled “Tech-Trek” which focuses on the uses of technology in the classroom.
Outline
A. Blogging for Literacy was originally included in a technology elective where students created and maintained websites with blogs. Blogging allows the inclusion of English/Language Arts standards in a class that focused on technology. The students were required to blog on topics that were presented in the teachers blog. Each class the students navigated to the teachers website and blog to discover their assignments for the day(s). Blogging topics focused on the uses of technology in the classroom, these included questions on using cell phones or video games in the classroom. The topics were chosen based on discussion topics or any idea that allowed the students to freely write their own opinions.
Lessons
A. Each class was organized in the same fashion, in order to develop self-directed learning. The first few classes the students set up their websites/blogs and figured out how to add links and embed resources. Blogging is very simple it is just like typing an essay on any word programming software, instead of printing your document you publish it or make it live for the world to read it. The topics were fun and engaging. My hope is for every student to have some opinion on the topic, thus making it very easy for them to become engaged. Make your topics based on where you are leading your class.
Some ideas on how to adapt “Blogging For Literacy” to your classroom needs.
Time required: 10 - 45 minutes (depending on intensity of topic)
Resources needed: Computers with internet connection and blog service (I use www.education.weebly.com)
How to adapt blogging to your classroom:
English/Language Arts: students keep a diary of their readings, students make “guesses” about the ending of a novel, students write book reports and solicit classmates feedback.
Science: Students write about interesting new topics they are learning or would like to learn, students keep a diary as if they were a famous scientist or something like “life as a germ”
Math: Students post their questions while classmates read and answer. Students create digital math simulations and post the links in the blog posts.
History: Diary of a historical figure. Students can list cool links of history websites including ideas on how it could be useful to others.
Before attempting blogs in the classroom, be sure to make the topics fun and engaging. The topics cannot be too challenging at first, let the students find out how much they enjoy blogging then assign harder topics and work later. Encourage students to read others posts and leave constructive comments.
Below are two screen shots of my blog. The students navigate to this blog each class to discover new assignments including questions they are to answer on their own blogs.
[image: image1.png]Work week 5/23-27
05/26/2010 o Comment(s)

Go'to my "Poll” page & take the poll

‘Work on your webiste:

add information content

images

1f you have headphones play with garageband

Work Week 5/3-7
05/05/2010 2 Comment(s)

Hello, Hello, Hello,

Today I want you to go to www.screentoaster.com and create a sereen cast about your website.
After you g0 to winw.sereentoaster.com sign up,

next, open a new tab (command 1) with your website

‘Your sereen cast wil explain your website to a new viewer.

‘When you finish save the file as.mov and post it on your website

‘When you are done, go to another students website and comment on their blog.
Then you may continue to work on your website,

Update 4/30
04/30/2010 0 Comment(s)

Finish your drawing from Wednesday. Post it on your website.
‘When you finish you can work on your website or...
‘make your own screen

. To make your own sereen cast you need to set up a free account at
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[image: image2.png]Work week of April 19-23
04/21/2010 2 Comment(s)

It been alittle while since we have had official assignments in class and yet again we need to
combine our classes. Please follow the steps below to complete for the week. Do in order.
1. Write a blog post about
will be on your own website, if you haven't set up a blog page it i easy. Go to your website
and click the pages tab at the top. Click new blog page and start your blog.

interesting things you have learned about your person. This post

Continue to build your website with interesting facts, images, video and audio

Work Week of 3/22-26
03/24/2010 1Comment(s)

Hello.

Tam out today (3/24) so.
1. Work on website: add video, images and text

2. Play with Photoshop

Week work 3/19
03/19/2010 2 Comment(s)

Hello.

Do this in order:
1. Work on your website. Search the internet for great images and information to help make
‘your website stellar. Use google advanced search to find great resources.

. By next Wednesday you must have your own headphones that you can leave here. If you




A screen shot of a students blog posts, notice that several students have commented on his post.
[image: image3.png]Learnings of Photoshop
02/03/2010 0 Comment(s)

This year on Photoshop, | have leamed many creative and artistic things to do. One thing | have
leamed is patching and healing tool. This tool is sed to help make a face or your skin look cleaner.
It gets rid of wrinkles, zits, or birthmarks. This is probably my favorite tool. Another tool is the
marching aunts tool. It outiines a picture So you can paint exactly what you want without getting it on
something you don't want. This program is the best!

Learning about George Washington
01/08/2010 6 Comment(s)

George Washinglon was the Commander of the Continental Army in The Revolutionary War from
1775-1783 and was the first President of the Untied States of America. He forced the British out of
Boston, lost New York City, and crossed the Delaware River in New Jersey, defeating the surprised
enemy units later that year.

First Post!
01/08/2010 0 Comment(s)

Start blogging by creating a new post. You can edt or delete me by clicking under the comments.
You can also customize your sidebar by dragging in elements from the top bar.




Notes/Tips for Teachers
A. You can always contact me and I can help: cscottsy@gmail.com
or on twitter @cscottsy

a. Check out my blog with topics and ideas: http://mrscott13.weebly.com/tech-trek-blog.html
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