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Project Description:

Connecting to EARTH is a yearlong project, visually recording all of the science

topics discussed and taught from August till June. A large poster is labeled with the word EARTH spelled vertically down the left hand side. Each letter represents a category: E – environment, A – animals, R – resources, T – trees and plants, H – humans. 

As lessons are taught, the main title is added to the space next to the corresponding

letter (ex: weather can be written by Environment, Animals, and Humans; forest can be written by Animals, Resources, and Trees.) Pictures can also be added to the poster. If space is limited, or titles are many, a separate page can be labeled for each letter. 

The students visually see how all of the lessons are interconnected and how

they all affect the planet on which we live.

Outline:

Introduction lesson – At the beginning of the year, display the poster with the word EARTH spelled vertically down the left hand edge (use 4-6” letters). In smaller print write the corresponding words – horizontally:

E arth

A nimals

R esources

T rees and plants

H umans

Discuss with the students what each letter is and what word they represent. Discuss how each time a new theme is to be presented in science, social studies, language or health, the students will suggest where the theme title can be inserted onto the poster. Remind the students that a theme or topics can be placed in more than one place on the poster. 

Lesson 1 (for each new topic)

Fill in a K-W-L chart (What we know, What we want to know about, What we learned). Use the chart throughout the unit. As students suggest things and discover their answers, place the words on the KWL chart. List vocabulary words and books used during the units.

Lesson 2 (for each topic)


After the unit is complete, review the KWL chart and place words on the EARTH poster, using colored pencils or markers can be helpful. Discuss the connections as a class. Give a small group one letter from the chart, have panel discussions between the letters. Look for more connections not seen the first time.


Example: The topic of seasons can be listed in almost all of the areas: E – weather changes with each new season, A – animal adaptations occur with each new season (migration, hibernation, camouflage),  R – various use of resources are dictated by the weather that occurs each season (water, heat, A/C, gas, trees), T – trees/plants often adapt to the seasons (growth timelines), H – humans have adapted to the seasons (clothing, sports activities, migration).

Lesson #3 (for each topic)


For further discussion, a separate page can be printed for each letter. Students can write the words on the chart, or add pictures – hand drawn, cut from magazines or downloaded from the computer. Students can also have their own personal chart or journal to record the connections. This journal can be used for study for further research, further connections or for essay questions.

Notes for Teachers:


This unit was done originally with a Kindergarten class, but is very easily adapted to most grades K-6th grade. The older the students, the more detailed the posters can become. Older students can be responsible for adding the details: written or illustrated. Older students can record the results in personal journals/posters; these can be used as study notes. Color-coding can provide a more visual connection; a legend would be necessary.


Standards (kindergarten): This project combines many standards from the language arts framework and the science framework. The students practice communicating their thoughts, orally in complete sentences, and through drawings. They experience the ideas that words have meaning, and distinguish the difference between letters and words. Students will be able to ask and answer questions about essential elements of a text.


The students learn that the realm of science is divided up into many smaller groups. Each of the three sections of the science standards is covered within the year’s lessons. The students will see how the areas are connected to them and the world where they live. Different types of plants and animals inhabit the Earth, students will learn to observe and describe similarities and differences within those categories. Students will learn about changes in the weather and how it effects the seasons and all of Earth’s inhabitants. Through investigation and experiments, the students learn to ask meaningful

questions, using their five senses and sorting skills.
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