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Project Description:


Fact Hats is a culmination project for primary aged students to learn and remember basic facts related to a certain topic. At the beginning of a unit, the teacher presents a hat design that represents the unit. Throughout the unit, key facts are listed on a KWL chart (What I Know, What I Want to Know, What I Learned). At the end of the unit, the facts are reviewed by the class and then incorporated onto the hat. The students construct the hat and wear it home, and review the facts with family members.

Outline:


At the beginning of the unit (any curriculum area), the teacher presents a hat, generally made with paper construction. The hat represents the general theme of the unit. The hat can be displayed throughout the unit. A KWL chart is also started at the beginning of the unit. Students will contribute facts to the KWL chart on a daily basis.

Lesson #1 (for each topic):


Daily, add facts to the KWL chart. Students can write or draw pictures to represent the facts. Students can record the facts in personal journals.

Lesson #2 (for each topic):


At the end of a unit, the students review and then determine, by class vote, the most important facts. These main facts are written up, by the teacher or students, and saved for insertion into the hat.

Lesson #3 (for each topic):


Students construct the paper “fact hats”. Hats can be very simple outline shapes attached to a headband or multiple pieces constructed into a 3-D hat. The facts are attached to the back of the hat or headband.  The hats are taken home and the students can review the facts with family members, for extended learning. 

Student Assessment:


All students will be questioned for contributions to the KWL chart. Throughout the unit, students will be asked for continued input to the KWL chart. As students share facts learned, their initials can be added to the chart. At the end of the unit, the students collaborate to determine which of the facts learned and listed are of the highest priority. These facts will be recorded and added to the “hat”. The Fact Hat will be sent home with a note for the family to discuss and review. At least three times a year a questionnaire will be sent home for parental input. At the end of the units, either a pencil/paper assessment or an oral question/answer interview will be given to all students. The students will be questioned specifically on the “hat facts”. The assessments will be graded on a pass/fail grading. “Pass” will be 70% or higher correct answers.

Sample:

Parent Questionaire

1. What Fact Hat do you remember?

2. What facts did your child remember from the Fact Hat?

3. Were any of the facts “new to you”?

Notes to Teachers:


This unit is best done with K-2nd grade students. It was first done with Kindergarteners. Construction skills and the facts contributed will be more detailed with older students. 

Hats made: 
Johnny Appleseed Pot Hat

Dinosaur headband

Witch Hat/Scarecrow Hat
Turkey headband
Pilgrim Hats

Career themed hats        Reindeer headband

100 Day Crowns

Leprechaun Hat w/attached beard

Rabbit Ears headband

Cat in Hat top hat
Statue of Liberty Crown
Abe Lincoln top hat

George Washington 3 corner hat
Food Pyramid headband 

Standards (Kindergarten):


The students will combine skills related to “concepts of print” (words have meaning) and vocabulary development (identifying categories) to sort information. The students will connect real life experiences to new facts learned and then retell the facts

for application to the KWL chart. The students will experience a variety of types of printed material to gain knowledge from – texts, books – fiction and non-fiction, magazines, lists, and posters.  The students will observe their verbal answers being recorded into print for later use and review.  After the Fact Hats are taken home, the students can use the hats to review the facts again with their families, hopefully sharing their knowledge in complete sentences. Construction of the hats requires use of fine motor skills – cutting and gluing; following directions – orally given and from samples.

Student Impact:


The students share their thoughts and questions to the KWL chart. They mentally review previous knowledge and verbalize ideas for inquiries on the new topic. After hearing literature sources, observing pictures, and experimenting with concrete manipulatives, the students will be able to review facts. These facts will be added to the KWL chart. At the end of the unit, the students will review the facts and determine which are most important. These facts will be typed up and put onto the hats. The students will learn various methods of construction, exercising fine motor skills, and following directions. The students learn a variety of ways of learning new facts that can be fun.

Resources:

Many of the hat concepts were researched on the internet. I used Google to search “paper hats”, paper construction, “lesson plans+kindergarten+subject area”. 

A simple outline can be copied from coloring books or from graphics programs.

Headbands can be cut from heavy construction paper or sentence strips.
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