FAQ’s About the HMR Standards Analysis
1. What do all the colors stand for?  Green stands for the theme where a standard is introduced, yellow where instruction is continued and red for the last theme where a standard is addressed.  Blue columns refer to totals.  They allow you to see how often a strand is addressed throughout a theme, how many times a standard is addressed in a theme, and starting in second grade the cover sheet for each grade level has the CST blueprint also listed in blue.
2. Why are some standards italicized and underlined?  These are the essential standards at each grade level that students need to master to do well on the CST’s and stay on track to pass the CAHSEE.
3. Why is the Reading Writing Workshop listed separately?  This part of the program is cyclical in nature.  Students should produce more than one sample of writing within a specific genre throughout the length of the theme.  These standards are listed separately so as not to skew the totals.  The color coding for the Reading Writing Workshop is done independently of when standards are addressed in the rest of the program.
4. How do you use the data to improve classroom instruction?  Our district uses OARs for data analysis.  (If you do not use OARs bear with me and adapt this first part.)  OARs calculates a cumulative index score for each student for each theme.  This score has been shown to have a high correlation to student performance on the CST’s.  Our teachers use the cumulative index to identify students who may be close to the cutoff between basic and proficient.  Once these students have been identified, we review the SCOE theme tests to find specific strengths and weaknesses of these students.  We target a specific weakness to focus on over the next theme for each student.  After an area of focus has been chosen we use the grids to identify specific standards related to this focus in the next theme.  We use the grids to locate specific lessons in the upcoming theme that address these standards.  We put students name on post-it notes in the TE to remind us to focus on these students during DI.  If necessary, we work with selected students during after school intervention for the duration of the next theme.  We use the information from the next theme test to monitor student progress and adjust as necessary.
5. In what other ways do you use the grids?  Since the grids are created on EXCEL it is very easy to sort the data.  We have sorted data starting in grade two and up by the CST blueprint column.  This rearranges the data by number of questions on the CST.  We then compare this data to our pacing guides to see which heavily tested standards are not sufficiently addressed before the testing window.  If necessary we supplement instruction in these specific areas before the test.
Any more questions?  Feel free to contact me at: kbennett@spesd.org
