[image: image1.wmf]Site Cultural Check
Survey of Expectations
(based on Muhammad, 2007)

1. How has your education impacted your life?  Do you think you received a quality education (K-12)?  Please give an example of a friend or family member who did not receive and/or take advantage of their educational opportunity.
2. Researchers have proven that a student’s level of education is best predicted by their zip code.  Why do you think that this present reality exists?  How does this relate to teacher expectations?
3. Please give your response to the quote, “Poverty is not a barrier to learning, but low expectations, rejection, and indifference are.”
4. Consider the gains (even slight ones) our site has made in specific content areas in the last three years, yet our student population and their background has not changed.  What do you think accounts for the academic change?
5. Please consider the Characteristics of Effective Schools (Safe and Orderly Conduct, Climate of High Expectations for Success, Instructional Leadership, Clear and Focused Mission, Opportunity to Learn and Student Time on Task, Frequent Monitoring of Student Progress, Home School Relations).  After reviewing them, identify the one characteristic that we need to improve the most and give suggestions as to how we can improve this component.
6. How do we form expectations?  What power do they wield in our lives and in the classroom?
7. Why do you feel people are unwilling to challenge their beliefs, expectations, and assumptions even after evidence is presented to refute their stance?
8. What does the experiment conducted by Jane Elliot in the 1960’s (blue eyes/brown eyes) teach us about the power of assumptions and expectations?  Do you ever find yourself guilty of making assumptions about your students’ academic ability?  If so, why?
9. Teacher expectations are defined as, “inferences that teachers make about the present and future academic achievement and general classroom behavior of their students.”  Please examine this definition.
10. Please respond to the following quote: “The literature indicates that teacher expectations affect student achievement primarily in two ways: first, teachers teach more material more effectively and enthusiastically to students for whom they have high expectations; and second, teachers respond more favorably to students from whom high expectations are held – in a host of often subtle ways that seem to boost students’ expectations for themselves.”
11. Please describe the difference between a proactive, reactive, and overactive teacher.  Where would you classify yourself?
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