Good-Better-Best Teaching Scenarios #6
Grade: 2     Theme: 4     Pages: 88C-88D    Selection: 3    Day: 4    Content:  U.A. Time
Objective: Students will work independently and cooperatively to practice current content and receive extra help from the teacher through small group instruction.

	Teacher/Lesson/Cause
	Comments/Effect

	Teacher A tells the class it is time for U.A.  She points to the board and asks students to look at the Must Do/May Do List.  The Must Do’s included 4 Practice Book pages 49-50 (Cause and Effect), page 54 (Proofreading and Writing), and page 57 (Nouns That Belong).  The teacher spends 6 minutes explaining the instructions and checking to see if students understand by posing questions about each worksheet.  She reads the May Do List activities, which are writing spelling words 5 times each, reading a book independently, and/or writing a news article with details.  She spends 3 minutes explaining how to complete the third “May Do”.  She reminds them to work quietly while she works with her small groups.  She tells them that she will be working with the red group first and then she will call her yellow group to work with her.  She tells students to start working on their practice pages and then has the red group of six students (her most intensive students) join her at the kidney-shaped table.  The students start working independently on their pages.  The teacher begins the small group session by holding up the OCEAN Sound/Spelling Card and having the students give the name, sound and spellings of the card.  She then has them play a game giving the S/S Cards names and having students write the word on individual white boards.  The first one is bear-ocean-tiger (boat).  The students write the word down on their boards (the teacher monitors and corrects as needed), then asks students to underline the “long o” sound in the word and say the word.  They complete six more words (all using the “ocean” pattern) in a similar fashion.  Then, the teacher writes down the six more similar words on the board, underlines the “long o” pattern in each word and has students read them aloud with her twice.  After the students read the words, she tells them they did a nice job, sends them to their seats (the lesson lasts 13 minutes), and calls up the yellow group (her strategic students).  She proceeds with the same lesson for the new group, but is interrupted by a student who is confused by the seat-work assignment.  She stops to explain it to him, gives the entire class some additional instructions on the page, then goes back to the small group lesson.  She runs out of time, so she skips reading the list of words and has the group go back to their seats.  She tells students that any Practice Book Pages that are unfinished are to be completed for homework.  One student says he doesn’t know how to do the proofreading page, so the teacher says he will need to get help after school.  She tells the class to clear their desks and get ready to go to lunch.  The entire U.A. component lasts 33 minutes.
	

	Teacher B announces to the class that it is U.A. Time.  He points to the U.A. Rules poster and tells students to remember to follow the rules as they work independently.  He has students read the list of rules together for reinforcement.  He then draws student attention to the three tasks bulleted on the Must Do List.  The teacher reads the list to the class:  - Practice reading in Fluency Folders;          - Answer the five responding questions on p. 110 of the anthology; - Write a story with all the week’s vocabulary words in it.  He spends 3 minutes going over the questions in the anthology and highlights where they can find the answers if they don’t know them.   He spends another 3 minutes going over the vocabulary words for their spelling and meaning and models how students might conjoin them into a paragraph.  The bulleted May Do’s include writing spelling words 3 times each, reading independently, and/or work with a partner with High Frequency Word Cards.  He makes sure students understand the tasks, then calls two students by name up to the kidney-shaped table to read Phonics Library Story, “Crow’s Plan”.  The teacher spends 3 minutes highlighting the Sound-Spelling patterns and high frequency words in the decodable, asking students to tell him what the words are and whether they are decodable or a sight word.  He then reads the story title and asks students to repeat it.  He then reads the first page aloud as students follow-along, then asks them to read it aloud chorally.  This procedure follows suit throughout the entire reading, with the entire lesson lasting 12 minutes, including stopping to reread portions that are difficult.  Once the story has ended, the teacher tells the students to go back to their seats, write down the “long o” words they read in the text, then read it again silently.  He tells them to start the Must Do’s after they are done.  He calls two more students to the table and does the same lesson with them, then sends them back to their desks to finish their Must-Do’s.  He then calls three students to the table and has them practice their spelling words, giving them each word to write on their individual white boards.  He references and models the use of the S/S cards to support student thinking processes.  After the 8 minute lesson, he sends them back to their desks and tells everyone to clean up and get ready for their Debrief.  Once students have cleaned their desks off (most did not complete the Must-Do’s), he asks them a series of questions about how they followed the rules and how well they worked independently.  He accepts a number of responses, tells students they worked well and ends the component after 40 minutes.
	

	Teacher C gets student’s attention for U.A.  She reminds them that they had a little trouble with the noise level the day before, though they were on task.  She says today they will work on using inside voices when they collaborate, so no one is distracted.  She draws their attention to the numbered Must-Do List:  1. Silently reread the Phonics Library for fluency, then reread aloud with a partner.  Summarize together.  2. Meet for a writing conference with Writing Partner to revise each other’s first draft of the newspaper article.  Check for details.  The teacher reminds them that they have done both of these types of tasks before and they have already practiced both items together earlier, so they should get right to work.  She stresses the importance of practice so they can become accurate and automatic with their skills.  She quickly highlights the May Do’s:  - Review vocabulary on Focus Wall with a partner  - Reread the anthology with a partner and take turns summarizing each page  - Complete the Social Studies “Create Game Rules” Activity on page 111 (anthology).  She calls 6 students by name to join her at the table with their Phonics Library.  She proceeds to review the Decodable/HFWords in the text, then they read each page chorally, stopping for corrective feedback as necessary.  After they have read it (7 minutes total) she dismisses them.  She walks over to a specific student and asks him to read the decodable to her.  After a couple pages, she gives specific feedback, then goes to another student and repeats the process.  She does this with five students (taking 4 minutes).  She then calls another group of 6 students to the table, three of them who were from the first small group.  She tells them they will review the week’s vocabulary word meanings and usage together.  The teacher holds up a card with the word and a picture.  She says the word, asks the students to repeat it, says what it means, then asks students to repeat it.  She then tests their knowledge and use of the word by asking quick questions and having students explain their thinking in complete sentences.  After 5 minutes of quick review, she sends half the group back to their seats and works with those remaining for another 2 minutes.  She then walks around the room to read/give feedback on details provided in 4 students’ articles.  She tells the students it is time to debrief.  The teacher tells the class she is pleased they collaborated with inside voices so everyone could concentrate.  She asks them what they learned or improved, eliciting responses from 5 students.  She calls on one student to read her article, asking students to listen for the details.  2 students summarize the decodable.  Total time is 32 minutes.
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