HMR Comprehension Skills Rationale

	Skill
	Purpose/Importance/Use
	Student Cues

	Cause and Effect
	Good readers can identify what made something happen or what made a character act a certain way, thus seeing the whole story.  Good readers use text information to identify or anticipate probable outcomes (effects) of events or actions. 
	· What happened and why?

· Helps readers anticipate or predict outcomes

· Applies to events or characters

	Sequence of Events
	Good readers make connections between relationships and events when they are aware of the order of events in text.  Readers pay attention to the sequence conveyed by the author.  The author may construct the story in a variety of ways, so knowing what the sequence is and how it is presented helps the reader follow the writer’s line of thought. 
	· Know when events take place

· Clue words as to the order in which events take place: first, then, next, after, later, before, at last

	Story Structure
	Good readers know the basic parts of a story, including character, setting, and plot.  They understand there is a pattern within stories from beginning, middle, and end that is somewhat predictable.  When readers pay attention to important parts of the story, it helps them understand the story better.
	· Identify key parts of the story and how they’re related

· Ask: Where does the story take place?  Who are the main characters?  What important events took place?

	Noting Details
	Good readers know the author has a statement to make or something specific to tell the reader.  The author may communicate this main idea in a variety of ways, but the reader should be able to tell what the writing is about.  The author provides details to support the readers understanding of the main idea.  Good readers need to know the kind of details he or she is dealing with to better understand the ideas expressed.
	· What the writing is about

· Check the first sentence of the piece or paragraph

· Give examples, facts, opinions, descriptions, reasons, or definitions

	Compare and Contrast
	Good readers use the comparison and contrast structures the writer uses to help understand the subject.  Authors compare and contrast unfamiliar thoughts, ideas, or things with familiar thoughts ideas and things, giving readers something within their own experience base to use in understanding the text ideas better.
	·  Use the familiar to understand the unfamiliar

· Signal Words: since, as a result, because of…, because, therefore, due to…, consequently, for this reason, so

	Classify and Categorize
	Good readers see relationships between actions, events, characters, and outcomes when they read.  Putting like things or ideas together helps the reader understand the relationships established by the writer.
	· Identify relationships of actions, events or characters

· Put like things or ideas together

	Author’s Viewpoint
	Good readers are able to identify who is telling the story.  Sometimes the author will speak through a character in the story (first person) who describes the action and characters.  Sometimes the author will speak as an outside voice, but aware of all the character’s thoughts, feelings and actions (third person).  Good readers stay aware of who is telling the story and how much of the story they are getting through the view of the narrator.
	· Identify who is telling the story

· First person pronouns: I, me, my
· Third person pronouns: he/she, him/her, it
· Does the author give his/her opinion/attitude?

	Making General-izations
	Good readers see relationships between actions, events, characters, and outcomes when they read.  Putting like things or ideas together helps the reader understand the relationships established by the writer.
	· Identify relationships of actions, events or characters

· Put like things or ideas together

	Drawing Conclusions
	Good readers read between the lines.  Often, writers do not directly state everything, so readers can draw conclusions from small pieces of information about a character or event, thus having a clearer understanding of the author’s message.  Readers choose the most likely explanation from the facts at hand.
	· Read between the lines…

· What did the author say without directly saying it?

· Use the clues or ideas mentioned in the text to make a clear statement about what has been read

	Making Inferences
	Good readers make inferences (or logical conclusions based on things unstated directly in the text) about characters and events to understand the total picture of the story.  Readers take what they know and match it to what is stated in the text to make implications.
	· To get the “big picture” message from the author

· Text + background knowledge = deeper meaning

	Fact and Opinion
	Good readers distinguish fact from opinion as an essential critical thinking skill.  Readers know the factors that need to be present in order for a statement to be provable.  Facts are true statements.  They also learn that an opinion, while not provable, should be based on fact.  Opinions capture a feeling or belief.  Readers test the validity of what they are reading by using this knowledge.
	· Compare provable statements versus statements based on facts

· Ask: Can that be proven or disproven?  Can that be argued?
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