The Value of Decodable Text

“It is important to acknowledge that because children can recognize only a limited number of words, even the most creatively developed materials cannot compete with stories such as Make Way for Ducklings.  Our goal as educators is to quickly provide children with the tools they need to read some of the marvelous stories gifted writers have created for them.  The major tools we can give children are the ones that allow them to decode words for themselves.

Adequate instruction gives students opportunities to apply what they are learning.  Children need a lot of early experience reading meaningful material that includes many words that exemplify the sound-spelling patterns being introduced.”

- Beck and Juel, The Role of Decoding in Learning to Read (1995)

“Contrary to the negative stereotype “Dan Can Fan the Man,” decodable text can be appealing.  Adult distaste for decodable books fails to respect the child’s need to exercise a skill:  Children want to be self-reliant readers and are delighted when they can apply what they know.”

- Louisa Moats, Teaching Decoding (1998)

“Only decodable text provides children the opportunity to practice their new knowledge of sound-letter relationships in the context of connected reading.”

- Bonita Grossen, 30 Years of Research (1997)

“We have discussed the extreme importance of learning the code in first grade because early decoding reliably predicts reading comprehension in subsequent grades.  Failure to teach the code in the most straightforward manner (e.g., through good, explicit phonics instruction coupled with reasonably constrained texts) would leave many children without the key to unlock the printed message.  Children without this key cannot independently enter the world of quality literature; some may learn to dislike reading entirely.  Each day that goes by without the child being able to read a book like, Make Way for Ducklings is a day in which the knowledge and joy that can come from such reading are lost.”


- Beck and Juel, The Role of Decoding in Learning to Read (1995)

“The findings of the NICHD research emphasize that children need extensive practice applying their knowledge of sound-spelling relationships to the task of reading as they are learning them.” 

- Bonita Grossen, 30 Years of Research (1997)

“The more the students read these engaging decodable stories, the more proficient they will become in applying the sound/spellings they are learning and the more comfortable they will be when they begin to apply their knowledge to the stories they choose to read on their own.  The major tools we can give children are ones that allow them to decode words for themselves.”


- Beck and Juel, The Role of Decoding in Learning to Read (1995)

