Universal Access

The Wasco Union Elementary School District K-6 will fully implement Universal Access beginning in the 2008-2009 school year in every core English Language Arts classroom.   Our district is in LEA Corrective action and Universal Access is the first tier in Response to Intervention (RtI). 

“The ultimate goal of language arts programs in California is to ensure access to high-quality curriculum and instruction for all students in order to meet or exceed the state’s English-language arts content standards.”






California Department of Education (2007)





Reading Language Arts Framework for California Public Schools
There are three main purposes for UA:

· Differentiate Instruction by pre-teaching or re-teaching core material to small groups of students

· Provide students sufficient and distributed review that reinforces skills as they work collaboratively or independently

· Extend student learning as students work collaboratively or independently

These are the district guidelines for fully implementing UA in every classroom:

· Teacher led table groups are based on results from curriculum embedded assessments or teacher observation during whole group instruction

· Teacher led table is flexible and students are homogenously grouped

· Intensive and Strategic students should meet with the teacher four to five times per week.  The Benchmark and Challenge students should meet with the teacher a maximum of two times a week.   
· It is the expectation that all classrooms will establish Universal Access in four separate phases.  
· Each classroom will have a Must Do/May Do menu visible for all students during UA.  
· It is highly recommended that the Must Do menu include reading, writing and fluency practice at their independent levels.  

· Teachers are to have students work independently in their own seats and not have students rotate to stations.  

The district will provide staff development in the beginning of the 2008-2009 school year in the area of Universal Access.  Our goal as a district is to provide our students equal access to the curriculum and meet or exceed their grade level standards.  Universal Access is the first step in ensuring appropriate instructional intervention.  
