Good-Better-Best Teaching Scenarios #2
Level: 3     Unit: 4
Page: 38O
   Content Area: Reading Comprehension
Objective: Students will use the summarization strategy to better comprehend text.  

	Teacher/Lesson/Cause
	Comments/Effect

	Teacher A has taught the Vocabulary section in the T.E.  She has students turn to page 38, reads the story title and author and then they chorally read the focus questions in their anthology.  She proceeds to explain to them that as they read “Kids Did It In Business!” they will be learning to use the summarizing strategy (points to the summarizing strategy poster on the board) to help them think about and understand the story better.  She explains that good readers summarize in their heads when they read almost anything, so that they can remember and use what they have read.  She reminds them that they have used the summarization strategy before and invites them to recall the key parts of a summary.  Teacher A then displays a simple visual with the parts of a summary and explains/gives examples of each in about 3 minutes.  She then tells the students she will be showing them how to use this information as they read.  They begin chorally reading the text.  After the first page is read, the teacher stops and has the class quickly share some of the details from this page before eliciting responses from four of her students, three of them strategic or intensive (based on recent comprehension theme skills test).  She writes their responses on chart paper, then uses the details to model a brief summary.  Before moving on, she asks the class to think about how she took the details and applied the key elements of a summary.  She elicits three responses, and corrects a student who is confused about the difference between details and a summary.  The class reads the next page chorally and the teacher models a summary again (using the concepts provided in the T.E. Modeling).  Once she is convinced that the students understand the strategy, she has them read on, then practice modeling the summary strategy together out loud, constructing a summary together as a class.  She does this twice with the students, correcting misunderstandings and misapplications.  Then, she has them read on and stop to summarize with a carefully selected partner.  She chooses certain students to listen to more closely and provides feedback and asks questions as needed.  They read the entire first section stopping to allow students to practice the focus strategy, then she closes the lesson by encouraging students to use the summarization strategy whenever they read, in and out of class.  She then takes opportunities during other subject areas to reinforce and use this strategy.
	

	Teacher B has taught the Vocabulary section in the T.E.  He has students turn to page 38, then he reads the story title and author.  He asks the students to think about how summarizing helps a reader understand the story better.  He talks about how he always summarizes when he reads.  He has seven students share what they know and tells each student “good job” or “thank you for sharing” after they talk.  One student who provides a confused response is told that he will understand better after the lesson.  He explains to them that as they read “Kids Did It in Business” they will be summarizing to help them understand the text better.  He reminds them that they have used the summarization strategy before and asks them if they remember the last story when they used this strategy.  Teacher B then has students name the stories they remember and has students give a thumbs up/ thumbs down if that story was used to practice summarizing.  After about 4 minutes of the students talking about the stories, they all begin reading chorally.  After the first page is read, the teacher stops and has the class do a think-pair-share to summarize the story so far.  After the students share, the teacher tells them that they all did a good job talking together.  He then tells them that they will do better on their comprehension test if they can learn to summarize just like that.  He then tells them to think of their favorite movie.  If they had to tell a friend about that movie, they would want to leave out the details and only summarize.   Students begin talking together about their movie, but the teacher tells them to keep thinking about it, but not to share right now.   The class reads the next page, with the teacher reading a sentence, then the class reading the next sentence, then the teacher reading, etc.  The class stops the reading to answer questions posed by the teacher and to take a guess at what some of the vocabulary words mean.  He asks students to identify any words they don’t know in the text.  He is careful not to make students feel bad if they get an answer wrong and tells them they will understand better as they read more and read it again during the week.  After the first section is read, he conducts a think-pair-share to have them talk about when they used summarizing and how well they did thinking about the story’s meaning.  When they are done he commends the class for their hard work and tells them to remember how to summarize.
	

	Teacher C has taught the Vocabulary section in the T.E.  She has students turn to page 38 and calls on her best reader to read the “Focus Questions”.  She then asks the class to look at the board and tell her what the strategy focus is going to be for this selection.  She listens for the class to chorally respond with “summarizing”.  She tells them that some of them have real trouble summarizing as they read and they need to think more as they read.  She has the students read the “Focus Questions” one more time, then asks the students what the word “business” means.  She accepts responses from five students and also shares her own response of what business is and how she wanted to start a business when she was a kid.  She prompts the class with a question about times they have wanted to start a business.  She calls on six students who tell her their stories, and a couple of students ask some questions of those who share.  They share aloud for about 6 minutes.  She tells students they just summarized their feelings and that it really isn’t that hard if you just think about it.  After a few students are reminded to be good listeners, Teacher C reads the name of the title and the author and then asks the students to predict what this reading will be about.  After four students (names pulled from popsicle sticks) are asked to share their predictions, the teacher reminds them to summarize while they read.  The teacher calls on students to read aloud one at a time and after every two pages, she stops to ask the class some recall questions.  Students share a number of answers to the questions and the teacher and students give the responder a “thumbs up” if they are right.  If the response is incorrect or unclear, the class puts a "thumbs down", then the teacher tells the student to think about it more or ask a partner to help.   This process continues for the reminder of the reading section.  After the class has read, Teacher C asks the students to take out their journals and write a summary about all that they read in the first section.  She reminds them to forget the details and only give a summary that is at least five sentences long.  She asks the class if they summarized while they read the story and tells them that she did too.  She asks the class how they liked this selection.  A few of the students share their favorite part when prompted by the teacher.  She tells students that they will read “Kids Did It!” tomorrow and then write another summary.
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