Reading Success Network


Chall's Stages of Reading Development and the English Language Arts

	Stage
	Ages
	ELA Standards
	Characteristics

	Stage 0 – Prereading

(a.k.a “Emergent Reading”)
	Birth to

age 5 or 6 
	K
	· Learn about language, stories, structure of the language (syntax), sounds of the language, letters, letter-names and sounds, sounds that make up words.

	Stage 1 - Initial Reading or Decoding
	Typically,

6 to 7
	K – 3rd Grade
	· Learn the arbitrary set of letters and associating these with the corresponding parts of “alphabetic principle” and the spelling system. 

· Learner must to some extent “let go of meaning” and “become glued to the print.” Key relationship is speech (what is said) to print (what is written).

	Stage 2 - Confirmation, Fluency, Ungluing from Print
	Typically, 

7 to 8
	1st  - 6th Grade
	· No essential new learning, but consolidation of what was learned in stage 1 about alphabetic principle, letter-sound blending, and the spelling system. 

· Key accomplishment is automatic word-recognition and fluent reading.

	Stage 3 - Reading for Learning the New
	Typically, 

9 to 14
	3rd – 9th Grade
	· Major qualitative shift in the nature and demands of reading: “Reading to learn.” 

· Key relationship is between print and ideas. Word meanings (vocabulary) and prior knowledge becomes increasingly important. 

· By the end of this stage, learning from reading should be as efficient as learning from other means, especially listening.

	Stage 4 - Multiple Viewpoints
	Typically,

14-18
	6th – 12th Grade
	· Reading to learn various perspectives and deal with layers of facts and concepts added to what was acquired earlier.

	Stage 5 - Construction and Reconstruction
	Typically, 18+
	11th – 12th Grade
	· Constructing knowledge at high level of abstraction; high degree of skill, flexibility, and purposefulness in reading.
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