
	Guiding Principle
	Key Points

	1. Use the ELA Content Standards to align curriculum, assessment, instruction and organization to provide a comprehensive, coherent program.
	· Standards are a curricular guidepost for teachers goals for all learners
· Alignment rests at the school level

· Fit to the conditions and contexts of the school and the needs of the learner

	2. Stresses the importance of a balanced, comprehensive program.
	· Balanced is the strategic selection and scheduling of instruction for students to meet or exceed standards; balanced does not mean that skills and standards receive equal access at a given point in time
· Comprehensive alludes to the inclusion of all content standards; students master foundational skills needed as a gateway to using all forms of language as a tool for thinking learning and communicating

	3. Emphasizes that students must be fluent readers at least by the end of third grade.
	· Third grade competence depends on the specific and cumulative mastery of skills, K-3, with the development of positive attitudes toward reading and writing

· Basic skills lead to advanced skills and are to be sustained throughout the school years

· Specific attention to advanced higher-order skills, 4-12, that require explicit and systematic instruction

	4. Describes the important skills, concepts and strategies that students must be able to use after the third grade.
	

	5. Provide guidance to ensure that all educators and learners understand specific domain skills, the reciprocal nature of those skills, and those skills can be learned across disciplines.
	· Specific skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening must be taught and learned
· The language arts are related, reciprocal processes that build on and strengthen one another

·  Language arts can be learned across all academic disciplines

	6. Promotes a preventative rather than remedial approach.
	· Prevention is the most effective instructional approach
· Prevent problems before they begin

· First instruction should be the best instruction

	7. Assumes that all students will work toward the same standards.
	· Not all learners will acquire skills and knowledge at the same rate
· Intervention strategies must be in place for students who are not performing adequately

· Intervene at all levels as early and as long as necessary

	8. Addresses the full range of learners in classrooms.
	· Specific attention given to the learning needs of English learners, special education students, students with learning difficulties, and advanced learners

· Special needs addressed at both ends of the academic continuum

· Make modifications that foster optimal achievement

· Older struggling readers will benefit from refocusing instruction on building foundational skills, strategies and knowledge

	9. Assumes that virtually all students can learn to read.
	· 

	10. Is designed to be useful to a wide range of consumers.
	· Framework is first and foremost a tool for teachers and a guide for publishers and developers of materials
· Useful for others as well, including principals, district and county leaders, college and university educators, professional developers, specialists, community members, etc.


Student failure is unnecessary.  All but 2 to 5 percent of public schools’ students can learn to read well.

- Foorman, Francis, Shaywitz, et al. 1997

Good teaching is the single most powerful tool              in the prevention of reading difficulties.
- Preventing Reading Difficulties in Young Children
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