
Introduction
Early Care and Education 
Needed Now! 
This report fulfills the requirement of the California 
Education Code, Section 8499.5 for local child care 
planning councils in all counties in California to complete 
a needs assessment of child care at least every five years. 
The needs assessments are submitted to the California 
Department of Education, Early Education and Support 
Division, to give the state information on child care 
and development needs in each county. The report and 
subsequent updates are posted on the Council’s website 
to enable timely changes of information to portray the 
current status of early care and education in the County.  
Thus, it is important to note the date associated with the 
tables and charts in the document.

 1The Center on the Developing Child at Harvard University has created 
a two-page brief that substantiates the effectiveness of ECE not only on 
the healthy development of the child, but also the benefits to society. 
Go to: http://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/inbrief-early-
childhood-program-effectiveness/ 

2Karoly, L. A., & Bigelow, J. H. (2005). The economics of investing in 
universal preschool education in California, research brief for RAND 
Labor and Population.  

This report provides important data and information for 
the County and its regions to inform prioritization and 
planning for early care and education in Santa Barbara 
County. Findings in the current report are based on data 
gathered in 2013-15 at the regional and zip code level, 
covering the following topics:

•  Professional development opportunities
• The Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS)
• County demographics
• The need and capacity for Early Care and Education 

(ECE) programs
• The cost of ECE services
• The need and capacity for subsidized ECE programs for 

low-income families
• ·         Special populations and their ECE needs
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Early care and education is a 
critical concern for children, 
parents, employers and 
communities as a whole. 

Extensive longitudinal research reports the positive 
outcomes for children participating in high quality 
early care and education programs: improved                                                                                                                                         
school performance1, decreased need for special 
education, increased high school graduation rates, 
decreased crime rates, and increased earnings in 
adulthood. These findings are found to be magnified 
for children of families at the lowest income levels.2 

For many parents, child care is an ongoing challenge 
both in terms of finding reliable, high quality care 
that fits their needs, and the affordability of the 
care they would prefer. As the number of parents 
employed outside of the home continues to grow, 
there is an increasing need for available and 
affordable early care and education. 

The high cost of living in Santa Barbara County 
makes it particularly difficult for families to provide 
the basic necessities of life: food, shelter, and 
clothing. The difficulty of living on only one income 
exacerbates the pressure for both parents to work. 
In addition, employers depend on an available and 
reliable workforce to support productive business 
practices. However, problems with child care are 
a major reason for employee absenteeism and 
decreased performance, with resulting negative 
impacts on businesses. For all of these reasons, 
entire communities garner social and economic 
benefits if high quality early care and education 
programs are available and affordable for the families 
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The Santa Barbara County Child Care Planning Council

Every county in California has a state-mandated child care planning council funded by the California Department of 
Education. The Santa Barbara County Child Care Planning Council (the Council) operates under the joint authority of the 
County Board of Supervisors and the County Superintendent of Schools. The overarching responsibility of the Council 
is planning and coordinating early care and education services in Santa Barbara County. Specific responsibilities include 
establishing local priorities for state-funded early care and education expansion, completing a needs assessment of early 
care and education every five years, and developing a countywide strategic plan for early care and education.

AB 1542, Chapter 2.3 of the Education Code, Sections 8499.3 and 8499.5 (Statutes of 1997) required the establishment 
of a Local Child Care Planning Council in every California county. Fortunately for children and families in Santa Barbara 
County, a similar body had been convened in 1991 to develop a local plan and priorities for distribution of the new Federal 
Child Care Block Grant Funds resulting from passage of the Federal Omnibus Budget Act in 1990. The Council was formally 
re-designated as the Local Child Care Planning Council by the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors and the Santa 
Barbara County Superintendent of Schools on April 28, 1998.

From the beginning, Council members have worked to coordinate and plan the delivery of early care and education services 
in Santa Barbara County. The Council also serves as liaison between the State Department of Education, Early Education and 
Support Division, and the local community. 

In 1996, the Council prepared its first needs assessment: Status Report - Child Care in Santa Barbara County; this was 
followed by the 1999 Child Care Needs Assessment for Santa Barbara County; the Status of Early Care and Education, Santa 
Barbara County, 2005; and Early Education Now, Santa Barbara County in 2010, in response to specific requirements of the 
California Education Code. 

This current report, Early Care and Education Needed Now!, Santa Barbara County, 2016, responds to and expands on the 
requirements of the California Department of Education, Early Education and Support Division in an effort to support the 
Council and the community in planning for available, affordable, high-quality early care and education programs countywide. 
The Council will use findings from this report to create the Santa Barbara County Strategic Plan for Early Care and Education, 
2016-2020.

“An investment in our earliest learners is prudent, keeps Californians working and 
prevents costly academic interventions and consequences later on.” 

-SENATOR HANNAH-BETH JACKSON, SANTA BARBARA DISTRICT 19, MAY 2016

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY CHILD CARE PLANNING COUNCIL
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METHODOLOGY

Data for this report were 
gathered in 2013-15. 
Demographic data were 
collected from the United 
States Census of 2010 and 
the American Community 
Survey. Additional data 
collected by the American 
Institutes for Research (AIR) 
were used for determining 
the numbers of children 
eligible for subsidized care, 
and data were supplied by 
the Santa Barbara County 
Education Office. 

Information about early care 
and education programs 
and special populations was 
gathered from local agencies 
and through a countywide 
survey of subsidized 
programs conducted in 
October 2013. Whenever 
possible, data were gathered 
at the zip code level, but in 
some cases, information was 
available only at the regional 
or county level.

Although there are several 
different types of early 
care and education (ECE) 
programs or child care 
available to families, we use 
these two terms more or 
less interchangeably in this 
report.

Overview of the Report

The Report is divided into six chapters, each chapter reporting on an aspect of early 
care and education or factors that impact early care and education. Given the critical 
role of quality for effective early care and education programs, the first chapter of the 
report addresses the Quality of Early Care and Education in Santa Barbara County.  
Chapter 2 uses demographic data to paint a picture of the children and families of 
Santa Barbara County and its regions. Chapter 3 describes the need for early care 
and education services and the availability of programs to fill those needs. Chapter 4 
examines the cost of early care and education services, and the need for and capacity 
of subsidized programs for low-income families.   Chapter 5 reports the numbers of 
special populations of children with exceptional needs and, when available, information 
about the availability of early care and education services that respond to their needs. 
Chapter 6 describes the infrastructure in the County that supports the myriad of local 
early care and education programs and services. The Conclusion summarizes critical 
findings and describes the next steps for supporting improved early care and education 
services in Santa Barbara County.

Santa Barbara County, encompassing an area of 2,774 square miles on the 
central coast of California, is a region of mountains and valleys with a moderate 
Mediterranean climate. The physical attributes of the County contribute to an 
economy based on agriculture, light industry, research and education, and tourism. 
The County is bordered on the north by San Luis Obispo County and on the east by 
Ventura County.
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The County of Santa Barbara is naturally divided by the east-west line of the Santa Ynez Mountains, which separates 
the southern coastal region from the rest of the County. Within the area immediately to the north of the mountains lies 
the valley of the Santa Ynez River, with its own distinctive area to the east of the Santa Rita Hills. The Lompoc Valley 
encompasses the lower reaches of the Santa Ynez River Valley west of the Santa Rita Hills to the north-south oriented 
coastline. The remaining area of the County to the north orients to the Santa Maria River Valley and the City of Santa 
Maria. The Santa Maria River is the northern boundary of Santa Barbara County.

For reporting purposes, the zip codes are grouped into four regions: 

North County (93254, 93429, 93434, 93454, 93455, and 93458), Lompoc Valley (93436 and 93437), Santa Ynez 
Valley (93427, 93440, 93441, 93460, and 93463) and South County (93013, 93067, 93101, 93103, 93105, 93108, 
93109, 93110, 93111, and 93117/93106). 

The Regions of Santa Barbara County

The North County region includes the communities of Santa Maria, Orcutt, Guadalupe, Cuyama, Casmalia, Sisquoc, and 
the surrounding rural areas. The agricultural areas surrounding the City of Santa Maria are some of the most productive 
in California, with primary crops that include strawberries, wine grapes, celery, lettuce, peas, squash, cauliflower, spinach, 
broccoli, and beans. Cattle ranches have long played an important role in North County agriculture, as do an increasing 
number of vineyards, wineries and winemakers. The City of Santa Maria has experienced a growing population, leading to 
increased retail opportunities and spending over the past decade and a half. In recent years, other industries have been 
added to the region’s agricultural and retail mix, including aerospace, communications, high-tech research and develop-
ment, energy production, and manufacturing. The North County is home to Allan Hancock College and Brandman Universi-
ty.  Antioch University also offers some classes in North County.

The Santa Ynez Valley region includes the communities of Buellton, Solvang, Santa Ynez, Los Olivos and Los Alamos and 
the surrounding rural areas. The region depends primarily on agriculture and tourism, with the communities providing ser-
vice centers and residential communities for people employed in Santa Barbara and Santa Maria. There is a thriving wine 
industry in the Valley, as well as horse breeding and training facilities and cattle ranches. Tourists are attracted by the scen-
ery, climate, vineyards and wineries, the character of the communities, golf courses and other outdoor activities, and the 
casinos and other attractions on the Chumash Reservation. A branch of Allan Hancock College is also located in Solvang.

The South County region includes the communities of Carpinteria, Summerland, Montecito, Santa Barbara, Isla Vista and 
Goleta and the surrounding rural areas. The South County’s economy has large education, tourist and service sectors. The 
City of Santa Barbara caters to tourism and business services. Goleta and Carpinteria have both technology industries and 
a productive agricultural sector producing a variety of fruits, including strawberries, oranges, lemons, and avocados; and 
vegetables, including broccoli, tomatoes, lettuce and beans. Tourists are attracted by the beauty of the community and its 
physical setting, the festivals, outdoor activities, restaurants and the variety of unique shops. South County is home to the 
University of California, Santa Barbara, which serves more than 20,000 students and employs a faculty of 700. Other insti-
tutions of higher education include Westmont College, Santa Barbara City College, the Fielding Institute, Antioch College, 
the Pacifica Graduate Institute, and a satellite campus of the California State University at Channel Islands.

The Lompoc Valley region includes the City of Lompoc, Vandenberg Village, Vandenberg Air Force Base, and the surround-
ing rural areas. The area is still famous for its flower production, although the flower fields have given way to other forms 
of agriculture in recent years. Early Lompoc was essentially agricultural, but the community economic and labor base grew 
and diversified largely due to the establishment and growth of Camp Cooke, now Vandenberg Air Force Base. The commu-
nity continues to grow and diversify its economic base but its fortunes are still closely linked to those of Vandenberg Air 
Force Base. A branch of Allan Hancock College is located in Lompoc.


