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Message from the Superintendent

Dear Santa Barbara County Education Office employees, 

This publication is dedicated to you, our outstanding 
employees, for the service and leadership you provide to 
students, educators, staff, and families throughout Santa 
Barbara County.

I truly hope this publication and recognition event amply 
convey the gratitude and respect each of us at SBCEO has for 
the tremendous contributions you make everyday. You have 
shared your hearts and minds with us for 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 
and 35 years. Your attributes, aspirations, and efforts have 
made our organization flexible, resilient, and strong.  

As I look through these pages, I love seeing you with family 
members and friends and reading your colleagues’ words of 
appreciation. I see common themes of kindness, compassion, 
service, and leadership that shape our organization into one 
where people endeavor to be.

As we celebrate your longevity and dedication, we recognize and appreciate each of you as important 
and valued individuals. We, at SBCEO, are made better because of who you are and what you bring to 
our organization. 

Congratulations to our employees whose service and leadership have enriched SBCEO in countless and 
invaluable ways.

With sincere appreciation for each of you,

Susan C. Salcido, Ed.D.
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5 Years of Service

Classified

Certificated

Nelson Almodovar
Special Education

Juan Cervantes
Internal Services

Darnyl Dal Bon
Children and Family Resource Services

Evelin Diaz
Early Care and Education

Kaylyn Fierro
School Business Advisory Services

Karina Garza-Torrez
Early Care and Education

Berenize Gomez
Early Care and Education

Jill Krzyston
Internal Services

Sheila McGuire
Special Education

Martha Ordonez
Early Care and Education

Erica Pinto
Special Education

Rob Locke
Internal Services

Jennie Morales
Special Education

Alexis Perez
Special Education

Silvia Perez
Special Education

Crystal Ramos
Special Education

Liliana Torres
Special Education

Shelley Trost
Early Care and Education

Kate Yamasaki
Children’s Creative Project
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Denice Cora

Evelyn Garcia 

Luis Medina

Amber Montano

We can’t express how grateful we are to have Evelyn on our team. She is an employee 
who strives to improve personally and professionally, has the confidence and courage 
to advocate for her students, families, and ECE team, and is passionate about the 
important work she does day in and day out.

- Tisha Carlon, Coordinator, Early Care and Education

Luis has stepped up to fill a variety of needs and wears multiple hats. His positive, 
helpful, and kind demeanor makes him a joy to work with. His multimedia skills and 
expertise, along with his ability to problem-solve just about anything, are greatly 
appreciated by all.  

- Camie Barnwell, Director, Communications

Amber is a caring and hardworking member of the Ontiveros Preschool team. She is 
loving and affectionate with the students and knowledgeable at her job. She has a 
great sense of humor and makes the best salsa and tamales ever!  

- Andy Evans, Coordinator, Special Education

Denice puts her heart and soul into everything she does. She has worked in school 
districts, so she knows exactly how to support their financial needs. Denice has a tight-
knit family and she and her husband, Ed, are savoring being retired grandparents.

- Bill Ridgeway, former Associate Superintendent, Administrative Services

Former Administrator, School Business Advisory Services

Site Supervisor/Permit Teacher, Early Care and Education

Mixed Media Specialist, Communications

Paraeducator, Special Education

10 Years of Service
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Laura Torres

Bryan Tremblay

Ricardo Velazquez

Bryan loves chocolate, cupcakes, and playing video games. Bryan adapts well with 
changing priorities that come his way and is always open to learning something new. 
Bryan, we appreciate you so much! Thank you.

- Erika Terrazas, Program Services Manager, Partners in Education

Ricardo brings creativity and commitment to his work, even in the toughest of times. 
He enjoys spending time with his family, and helping them understand the value of 
what they have, and what they can give to one another.

- Reiko Guy, Coordinator, Special Education

Laura is a wonderful member of the DHH Team. She is organized, student-centered, 
and always willing to help her fellow team members. When not at work, you will find 
Laura with her family watching her kids dance in the ballet. 

- Andy Evans, Coordinator, Special Education

Teacher, Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Special Education

Data Entry Clerk, Partners in Education

Paraeducator, Special Education

10 Years of Service
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Jose “Tony” Baro

Tony has a great deal of experience working with youth in our community and is a 
hard worker. When he’s not working, he likes to complete odd jobs ranging from 
construction to rebuilding and working on classic cars. 

- Rene Wheeler, Director, Juvenile Court and Community Schools

Teaching Assistant, Juvenile Court and Community Schools

Patricia Burquez

Patricia is a cheerful and dedicated paraprofessional who truly cares about the 
students she supports. She brings joy and laughter to everything she does. She is an 
avid Disney lover and winter is her favorite time to go to Disneyland. 

- Reiko Guy, Coordinator, Special Education

Paraeducator, Special Education

Marisol Cortez

Marisol is gentle, kind-hearted, and compassionate - it’s no wonder the infants and 
toddlers in her class feel safe, secure, and loved. Marisol stays positive, hopeful, and 
remains steadfast for her colleagues and family. Thank you, Marisol, for being a 
touchstone for those around you.

- Tisha Carlon, Coordinator, Early Care and Education

Early Care and Education Associate Teacher

Ellen Barger

Ellen’s actions are continuously guided by an inner compass pointing at what is right 
for all children. Always learning something new, and helping others along the way, 
Ellen teaches with unparalleled compassion, precision, brilliance—and comedic 
timing. Thank you for your leadership!

- Susan Salcido, County Superintendent of Schools

Associate Superintendent, Curriculum and Instruction

15 Years of Service
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Traile Easland

Traile, a skilled nurse manager and international board-certified lactation consultant, 
has supported families and newborns since the inception of Welcome Every Baby 20 
years ago. Traile has traveled the world on biking adventures and is appreciated as an 
amazing cook and baker.

- MaryEllen Rehse, Director, Children and Family Resource Services

Manager, Welcome Every Baby Nurses

Lucia Cuevas

Lucy is an exceptional individual dedicated to setting a positive, welcoming, and 
family-oriented culture. Lucy always greets everyone with a smile and provides support 
to anyone with whom she interacts. Outside of SBCEO, the gym is Lucy’s happy place, 
and her hard work inspires us all. We appreciate you, Lucy!

- Mari Minjarez Baptista, Associate Superintendent, Human Resources

Switchboard Operator/Receptionist

Rosangel Earle

Rose is a professional with a team player attitude who demonstrates flexibility and 
dependability. She is a cancer survivor, and a dog lover. She enjoys traveling with her 
family, painting, sketching, sewing, macrame, and is an avid DIYer. We are happy she 
is on our team.

- Armando Uribe, Coordinator, Special Education

Paraeducator, Special Education

15 Years of Service

Julie Escobedo

Julie loves her job in the Vision Department. She is grateful to work with students and 
to see their successes. She enjoys scuba diving with her husband and has dived in 
Nicaragua, Honduras, Cozumel, and the Caymen Islands.

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

Visually Impaired Specialist, Special Education
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Rachel Hamamoto

Paul Hokedo

Rachel is an incredible colleague and employee. She is ready to do whatever it takes 
to tackle many issues and help in any way she can. She is creative, innovative, and 
resourceful. Rachel’s kindness and generosity are a true light in Internal Services.

- Nicole Evenson, Administrator, Internal Services

Paul enjoys work because he says “every day is like a puzzle” and he is trying to find the 
right pieces. Outside of work, he likes to spend his time with his 3 children and go to 
their sporting events. 

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

Senior Administrative Assistant, Internal Services

Senior Administrative Assistant, Special Education

Debra Hood

Debra is a ball of enthusiasm and the first to welcome new programs to the north 
county with a smile as she manages their office space. She cares deeply about students, 
employees, her wonderful family, and representing SBCEO well in the community. 

- Bill Ridgeway, former Associate Superintendent, Administrative Services

Manager, Communications Strategies, Internal Services

15 Years of Service

Andres Filomia

Andres is the epitome of a role model as a paraprofessional. He’s passionate about 
AAC/AT devices and ensures students have a voice to express themselves. SBCEO is 
blessed to have his expertise to bring the best out of all students. 

- Reiko Guy, Coordinator, Special Education

Paraeducator, Special Education
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Walter La Riba

Mary Miller

Blanca Moreno Covarrubias

Walter loves traveling, surfing, and soccer. We can count on Walter to show humor 
and compassion with our team and with families seeking a device through Computers 
for Families. Walter, we appreciate you so much. Thank you for all that you do! 

- Erika Terrazas, Program Services Manager, Partners in Education

Mary has supported many different programs throughout the years, but her light 
shines the brightest when she is with her infants and toddlers. She has instilled a love 
for music, dance, and learning in her students. Thank you, Mary, for bringing joy to 
your students’ lives every day through your positive energy and enthusiasm.

- Tisha Carlon, Coordinator, Early Care and Education

Blanca is an encourager, and goes the extra mile to support and inspire those 
around her. She works tirelessly and thinks of creative ways to build confidence and 
independence in students. She likes to cook on weekends - especially empanadas! 

- Reiko Guy, Coordinator, Special Education

Information Technology Support Specialist,  
Partners in Education

Early Care and Education Associate Teacher

Paraeducator, Special Education

Heather Kerns

Heather loves making braille materials for students who are blind. She enjoys spending 
time with her 7-year-old son at his sporting events, going to dirt track races with her 
family, and watching her husband drive a racecar.

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

Paraeducator, Special Education

15 Years of Service
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Josefa Rios

Jessica Santos

Josefa founded the Santa Barbara Promotores Network over 20 years ago and brought 
that partnership to SBCEO through our Health Linkages Program at Child and Family 
Resource Services. She enjoys time with her 3 grandchildren, is an amazing cook, and 
has taught Zumba classes!

- Namino Glantz, Manager, Health Linkages Program

Jessica loves her family, including her 3 kids. She has a 25-year-old daughter who just 
moved back from Hawaii, and two sons, ages 15 and 17. She loves to travel - her favorite 
place so far is Puerto Vallarta and her family’s hometown. She is the queen of our Food 
Program!

- Elvia Bukal, Financial Services Manager, Early Care and Education

Health Advocate, Children and Family Resource Services

Liaison/Clerk, Child Care Food Program,  
Early Care and Education

Jose Valentin Contreras

Jose is the perfect combination of easy-going and hard-working. He’s a devoted family 
man and father. Additionally, he is a huge sports fan who enjoys fantasy football and 
talking about his favorite football and basketball players. 

- Rene Wheeler, Director, Juvenile Court and Community Schools

Teaching Assistant, Juvenile Court and Community Schools

15 Years of Service

MaryEllen Rehse

MaryEllen is a trusted colleague and leader. She is dedicated, sincere, and 
compassionate with colleagues, staff, and the families her program serves. MaryEllen 
is humbly ambitious and has tremendous insight. She also enjoys gardening and 
playing golf with her husband, Scott.

- Bridget Baublits, Associate Superintendent, Educational Services

Director, Child and Family Resource Services
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Juana Zarate

Juana does everything with a smile and is committed to supporting her ECE team 
in providing their students with an educational, loving, and nurturing classroom 
environment. Juana has recently celebrated the marriages of both of her sons, 
welcomed her first grandson, Roman, and has another grandbaby on the way!

- Tisha Carlon, Coordinator, Early Care and Education

Associate Teacher, Early Care and Education

Kristen Walker

Kristen is a creative designer who can “uncomplicate” the most technical problem and 
solve it with style and grace. Her personal passion and compassion result in beautiful 
user-centered designs for digital spaces, student events, and gatherings. A brilliant 
collaborator, Kristen adds enthusiasm, humor, and insight to every project.

- Ellen Barger, Associate Superintendent, Curriculum and Instruction

Digital Media Resources Developer, 
Educational Technology Services

15 Years of Service



S B C EO  E m p l o y e e  S e r v i c e  Aw a r d s  2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3

1 2

John De Voto

John is an absolute pleasure to work with and an excellent ambassador for SBCEO. He 
is reliable, resourceful, and dedicated to taking care of school districts, coworkers, and 
family. In his free time, he enjoys traveling, bike riding, and adventures abound.

- Jenelle Williams, School District Financial Advisor, School Business Advisory Services

Business Systems Manager, School Business Advisory Services

William “Max” Meyer

Max is an outstanding APE Teacher. He always gives 100% to help his students achieve 
their goals. During his well-deserved breaks, you will find him traveling to the highways 
and byways on adventures with his family and friends.  

- Andy Evans, Coordinator, Special Education

Adaptive Physical Education Teacher, Special Education

Yenica Rodriguez

Yenica feels that education is her passion. She has been in Cuyama since age 4 and 
has 4 children. She enjoys family time, watching TV, and movies, but her all-time 
favorite thing is dancing with her husband. 

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

Paraeducator, Special Education

Elvia Bukal

Elvia is a mother of four who loves spending time outdoors. She is an avid runner who 
has completed three triathlons and other local races around California. She enjoys 
traveling - Oaxaca, Mexico is one of her favorite places due to the “way of life”.

- Janelle Willis, Administrator, Early Care and Education

Financial Services Manager, Early Care and Education 

20 Years of Service
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Matt Zuchowicz

Matt joined CTE a mere six months ago, but has jumped in with both feet, including 
launching a new revamped CTE webpage. Matt enjoys traveling, cycling, and 
spending time with his family. We appreciate his hard work and commitment to CTE 
and SBCEO!

- Noelle Barthel, Director, Career Technical Education Program

Coordinator, K12 Pathways,  
Career Technical Education Program

Lynette Sprague

Lynette is a ray of light in the program that she supports and maintains positivity and 
humor. She is caring and always watches out for the best of the students. She enjoys 
golf, walks, and spending time with family.  

- Reiko Guy, Coordinator, Special Education

Paraeducator, Special Education

20 Years of Service
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Stephanie Cleary

Stephanie first worked with children who are blind when she was 11. Her first job and 
degree were in photography. In her spare time, she makes and repairs jewelry. She feels 
blessed to work with her Vision “family” of coworkers. 

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

Orientation and Mobility Specialist, Special Education

Rachel Garcia-Audet

Rachel is a wonderful Deaf and Hard of Hearing (DHH) teacher to the very youngest 
of our children. She clearly loves her students and is always willing to provide support 
to the DHH team wherever needed. She is also a proud mother of two great college 
students!   

- Andy Evans, Coordinator, Special Education

Teacher of Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Special Education

Cathy DeLaurentis 

Cathy is a dedicated, collaborative, creative, resourceful, and wise leader. She is a 
respected thought partner to colleagues inside and outside of SBCEO. She enjoys 
writing, crocheting, gaming, teaching her dog new tricks, and spending time with her 
family.

- Kirsten Escobedo, Associate Superintendent, Special Education

Director, Special Education

Denice Bluem

Denice is simply phenomenal! She has a special gift for interpreting and working with 
our youngest students with significant language needs. Denice is also a devoted mother 
and grandmother. When not working, you will find her cheering on her grandchildren 
at sporting events.

- Andy Evans, Coordinator, Special Education

Educational Interpreter, Special Education

25 Years of Service
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Sheng Xiong

Sheryl Pognant

Thomas Heiduk

Sheng is a wonderful, steadfast, and dedicated employee. She is always willing to 
help our districts with troubleshooting retirement issues and collaborates well with 
her colleagues to see that the job gets done. In her free time, she enjoys traveling, 
photography, and sewing. 

- Denice Cora, former Administrator, School Business Advisory Services

Kind, compassionate, goes-the-extra-mile - all describe Sheryl. Sheryl constantly 
amazes us with the level of service and leadership she models for the organization. 
There is no task too intricate or too complex for Sheryl to tackle and solve.

- Sharon Van Gundy, Administrator, Information Technology Services

Tom supports SBCEO and districts throughout our county with extensive knowledge 
and unending patience in securing needed instructional staff credentials. Tom’s 
expertise, commitment, and generosity have made him a statewide leader in the 
complicated world of credentials. Tom is also an accomplished swing dancer and 
karaoke enthusiast. We are grateful for you, Tom!

- Mari Minjarez Baptista, Associate Superintendent, Human Resources

Payroll Specialist, School Business Advisory Services

Manager, Information Technology Services

Manager, Credentials Services, Human Resources

25 Years of Service
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30 Years of Service

Manuel Aguilar

Manuel’s consistent cheerfulness and boundless energy brighten every day. His 
exceptional mentorship, communication, and mission-focused leadership reflect years 
of serving in the Marine Corps, U.S. Postal Service, and his large, beautiful family. We 
are grateful for his example and friendship!

- Debra Hood, Manager, Communications Strategies, Internal Services

Lead Custodian/Maintenance Worker, Internal Services

Elvira Alarcon

As the parent of a daughter with special needs, Vera was destined to help similar 
families. Outside of work, she likes going “glamping” in her RV and going to the 
beach. We appreciate all she does to support our students.

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

Administrative Assistant, Special Education
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Lupie Vickery

Lupie’s kindness, humor, and giving heart make her a joy to work with. She is efficient 
and thorough, and always reaches out to help others. Lupie keeps us neat and 
organized. At home, she enjoys her husband Steve’s cooking, and they love visiting 
with their adult children, Corey and Sydney.

- Ellen Barger, Associate Superintendent, Curriculum and Instruction

Senior Administrative Assistant, Curriculum and Instruction

Anne Flores

A dedicated team member with an acute eye for detail, Anne is an exemplary SBCEO 
employee who kindly supports teachers and colleagues. Appreciated by all who know 
her, Anne loves a long beach walk, chocolate, and the goodness of others. 

- Steve Keithley, Director, Teacher Programs & Support

Administrative Assistant, Teacher Programs and Support

Ellen “Waynette” Nuno

Waynette loves her job. She went to high school in Cuyama and married her high school 
sweetheart. She loves to garden, camp, and hang out with her kids and grandkids. We 
are so grateful for her many years of service.

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

Paraeducator, Special Education

35 Years of Service
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Thank You

Santa Barbara County Board of Education

SBCEO Associate  Superintendents

Judy Frost
President

Bruce Porter
Vice President

Marybeth Carty

Maggi Daane

Michelle de Werd

Nadra Ehrman

Weldon (Joe) Howell, Jr.

Mari Baptista
Human Resources

Ellen Barger
Curriculum and Instruction

Bridget Baublits
Educational Services

Kirsten Escobedo
Special Education

Steven Torres
Administrative Services

The Santa Barbara County Board of Education and SBCEO Associate  
Superintendents thank you for your years of service.


